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President’s Message

The League of Women Vot-
ers of Los Angeles County
in both its values and prac-
tices affirms its belief and
commitment to diversity,
pluralism and affirmative
action.

The League of Women Vot-
ers welcomes new members,
both men and women, who
are citizens of voting age.
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Hello all!

League work seems to go in cycles.
One election is over and we start pre-
paring for the next one. At least two
League supported ballot measures
will be on the March ballot; Prop 55
is the statewide school bond measure
and Prop 56 is the Budget Account-
ability Act which we collected signa-
tures for. We will have speakers
training for both at the same time as
the Pros and Cons training at our
January 31 League Day. More details
will follow but please save the date.

This is also the program planning sea-
son. In the next week or so you will
receive Program Planning informa-
tion as a first step in planning our
County Convention for next spring.
Start thinking about where you would
like to see the County Board focus
their energies over the next two years.
Do you want another study? If so on
what topic? Do you want the focus to
be on just education and advocacy?
Again, in what area?

This is also the time of year that we
have consensus meetings on current
studies. Some of you may have al-
ready had meetings about the County
Government study. but if you have
not and have any questions, please

contact Katherine Dunlap or any
member of the study committee. We
are here to help in any way we can.

This is also the season we start think-
ing about the nominating committee
and who will serve on the next board.
If you have suggestions or would like
to serve please contact Jean Cohen.
She will be happy to hear from you!

In this time of unsettled climate, both
real and political, it is nice to have a
pattern of activities that we can rely
on to happen every year or every two
years. If only the weather was half so
dependable! Heat, wind, fire fol-
lowed by cold (by California stan-
dards), rain and snow with a few
small earthquakes thrown in that were
hardly noticed. I saw a cartoon this
week of a man standing before St.
Peter outside the Pearly Gates. St.
Peter was saying "Sorry, because of
your sins, you'll have to spend the rest
of eternity in California." I could
think of worse fates!

This will be our last Newsletter until
2004. Enjoy the Holiday Season and
make time for friends and family. As
you gather in the warmth of your
home, remember those who have no
home, either because of the recent
fires or for other reasons. Share the
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joys of the season in whatever way fits your tradi-
tions and come back refreshed and ready for an-
other calendar year of making a difference the
League way.

Happy Holidays!

Joanne Leavitt
ac997@lafn.org

NATURAL RESOURCES

CLEAN AIR: LWVUS has identified clean air
and the maintenance of the Clean Air Act as a sec-
ond tier priority for action. A "Clean Air Grass-
roots Advocacy Kit" was sent to each local League
president. You should contact your League presi-
dent to review the Kit and to plan strategies for ac-
tion. Alternatively, you can find additional infor-
mation about clean air and the Clean Air Act at
http://interactive.lwv.org/Issues/IssuesList.cfm?c=7
5. You can also find information about different
strategies for action at
http://interactive.lwv.org/Issues/Issues.cfm?ID=67
3&c=75.

The Bush administration's "Clean Skies" proposal
would weaken the Clean Air Act substantially and
it is important that we all take action and write let-
ters or phone our congressperson and our two Cali-
fornia senators. You can use LWVUS's
"Legislative Action Center" found at the second
URL above. You can also use the LWVUS site to
alert family and friends about the urgency of this
issue and encourage them to write letters also. If
your local League president did not get the
LWVUS Kit, please email me at
john_sullivan@pitzer.edu and I will forward a
copy to you.

WATER: In recent Newsletter articles, we have
surveyed some of the issues involving water in
Southern California. It is important to note that the
transfer of water from the Imperial Irrigation Dis-
trict (IID) to San Diego County Water Authority
(SDCWA) has been approved by the four districts
involved. In additional to IID and SDCWA, the

agreement was signed by Metropolitan Water Dis-
trict (MWD) and Coachella Water District. The
agreement includes a provision for the purchase by
MWD of additional water from IID. Part of the
proceeds of such sales will be used for the restora-
tion of the Salton Sea.

One is tempted to conclude that peace has finally
come to the Colorado River and that the water wars
are over. Current projections of population growth
in Southern California suggest, however, that we
need to be cautious here. There will be continued
pressure on water resources in this state and it is
likely that there will be more water wars in the fu-
ture. In the next issue of the Newsletter, we will
take a look at the San Francisco Bay Delta and its
importance to Southern California.

FIRES: We have all watched with horror the enor-
mous destruction caused by the fires that began
around November 23. Different approaches to land
use planning that emphasized density and redevel-
opment in urban core areas might have resulted in
much less suburban sprawl and fewer homes build
in areas prone to fire and flood. Steve Lopez has a
very interesting article in the Los Angeles Times
(Oct. 28, 2003) in which he develops this argument
at some length. Perhaps these fires will serve as a
wake-up call to policy makers that we need to re-
think our development strategies. You can find Lo-
pez' article at
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-
lopez280ct28,1,4352963.column?coll=la-
headlines-california

John D. Sullivan, LWVC Natural Resources

The Working Party for Children is on Hia-
tus until the Legislature reconvenes in
January 2004.
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We're on the Web!!

http://lacilo.ca.lwvnet.org

Calendar

December 9—LWVLAC
Board Meeting

January 13—LWVLAC
Board Meeting

January 22—Working Party
for Children Meeting, LA
League Office, 10:00 AM

January 31—Speakers’ Train-
ing, Hollenbeck House, Los
Angeles
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