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Calendar 
March 31 LWV/LAC 45th Annual Convention, South Coast Botanic Garden, Palos 
Verdes   Peninsula, Geraldine Knatz, Executive Director, Port of Los Angeles guest 
  speaker, 9:00 AM ς 1 PM 
May 18-20 State Convention 2007, Rally in the Valley, Doubletree Hotel Bakersfield, 
  Bakersfield 
June 8-11 LWVUS Council, Washington, DC 
June 19-20 Board Retreat   
July 21  Summer League Day (Popovers) on Immigration, Pasadena City Womens 
Club,   9:00 AM ς 2 PM 

                                        Î Î Î 

 

  Presidentôs Message ð Lola Ungar      
aŀǊŎƘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ άƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƭƛƻƴέ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ŀǎ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ōŜƎŀƴ ƳƻǊŜ άƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƭŀƳōέ ǿƛǘƘ ōŀƭƳȅΣ ōǊŜŜȊȅΣ ǎǳƴƴȅ ŘŀȅǎΦ  
²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ άǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘέ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ 
earlier  dayl ight savings t ime this year on March 11, 2007.  
 

Convention 
The most important event this month wil l  be our 45 t h  Annual Convention at the beautiful  
South Coast Botanic Garden on the Palos Verdes Peninsula.  Our specia l  guest,  Geraldine 
Knatz,  Executive Director of the Port of Los Angeles,  wil l  be giving us an update briefing on 
subjects such as the new green ships and International Green Standards, the future of trade at the port, 
funds for environmental mitigation, and port security.  Come and hear why the activity at the Port of Los 
!ƴƎŜƭŜǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘǎ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ άCǊƻƳ {ƘƛǇ ǘƻ {ƘŜƭŦέΧȅƻǳǊ ŦƻƻŘΣ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΤ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ǿŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿŜ ŘǊƛƴƪΣ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ άƎƻƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŜƴΣέ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƻǳr security. 
 

Judicial Independence  
With this issue  of the VOTER, we are beginning a series of various views about the League 
event on January 27 t h  at  Loyola Law School on Judic ial  Independence  because so many 
people thought the event was so valuable.  The magnif icent Jean Thomsen  is  acquiring 
copies of a DVD of the event and plans on making it  available as  an educational tool for  
local Leagues.  
 

Program Planning for Popovers w/Immigration Theme  
The LWV/LAC Board is  beginning to plan the program for our trad it ional Popovers in  
Pasadena event on July 21 s t  with the theme representing the new 2 -year study on 
Immigration. (Note that the length of the study was reduced from 3 to 2 years).   Many 
Leaguers  from local Leagues are offer ing to  come together to help to p lan the event just 
as they did for the remarkable Judicia l  Independence League Day.  This looks l ike 
Popovers wil l  be even more  excit ing as  a larger group of people take part  in planning the 
occasion.  
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45 th  Annual Convention  

FROM SHIP TO SHELF 

                             
 

Geraldine Knatz, Ph.D., Executive Director 
 

Ms. Knatz serves as the chief executive officer of the Port of Los Angeles.  She administers all policies 
developed by the City of Los Angelesô five (5) Board of Harbor Commissioners and provides overall 
direction regarding the daily operation of the Port. All orders, rules and regulations adopted by the 
Board are implemented through the Executive Director. Ms. Knatz will give us an update briefing on 
subjects such as the new green ships and International Green Standards, the future of trade at the 
port, funds for environmental mitigation, and port security. 

Saturday, March 31, 2007 9:00 AM ð 1:00 PM 
" - - - - - - -  -  -  -  -  - - - - - - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - - -  
Send form and check payable to LWV/LAC  
Mail to LWV/LAC Treasurer, 427 E. Walnut Ave., Burbank 91501  
 

League______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Î Î Î Be sure to mark Delegates Names with a (D)Î Î Î 

Name(s) 

 

 
 

Deadline is March 24, 2007 
Reservations #   @$15.00 = Total Reservations $_________________ 

 
Convent ion Kits  for  delegates have been  m ai led to Loca l  League Presidents .  Addit ional  cop ies wi l l  
be avai lab le  at  the m eeting.   A l l  member s are encouraged  to at tend.  

South Coast Botanic Garden 
26300 Crenshaw Blvd. 

Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274 
 

 
A Delectable Brunch by Seven Susans 

Orange Juice ṥ Cranberry Juice 

Green Chili and Cheese Egg Strata ṥ Vegetable Strata 

Fruit ṥ Cottage Cheese  

Mini-Pastries ṥ Tea ṥ Coffee   
 

The activity at the Port of Los Angeles 
affects all of us in Los Angeles County; 
i.e., the delivery of food, clothing, & 
other products; the safety of our air and 
water; the increase of heavy truck 
traffic, and our security. 
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The Port of Los Angeles, Southern California's gateway to international commerce, is located in San 

Pedro Bay, just 20 miles south of downtown Los Angeles. The Port encompasses 7500 acres, 43 miles of 
waterfront and features 26 cargo terminals, including dry and liquid bulk, container, breakbulk (Having, being, or 
related to shipments of goods packed in small, separable units), automobile and, omni (One source services) 
facilities. Combined, these terminals handle more than 162 million metric revenue tons of cargo annually. Last 
year, the Port moved an impressive 7.3 million containers. The Port is also home to what is considered the 
nation's most secure cruise passenger complex, the World Cruise Center. This booming seaport along with the 
Port of Long Beach (where Ms. Katz was previously the Executive Director) sustains its competitive edge with 
record-setting cargo operations, but is also known for its groundbreaking environmental initiatives, progressive 
security measures and diverse recreational and educational facilities. 

 The Port of Los Angeles is a department of the City of Los Angeles and is 
often referred to as the Los Angeles Harbor Department. The Port is operated 
and managed under a State Tidelands Trust that grants local municipalities 
jurisdiction over ports and stipulates that activities must be related to 
commerce, navigation and fisheries. A five-member Board of Harbor 
Commissioners is appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by the Los Angeles 
City Council to provide direction and create policy for the Port.  

As a proprietary and self-supporting department, the Port is not supported by 
taxes. Instead, revenue is derived from fees for shipping services such as 
dockage, wharfage, pilotage, storage, property rentals, royalties and other 
Port services. Considered a landlord port, the Port of Los Angeles leases its 
property to tenants who then, in turn, operate their own facilities.  

Directions: South Coast Botanic Garden at 26300 Crenshaw Blvd., Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA  

From the Westside and LAX: 
Take the 405 Freeway south. Take the Crenshaw Blvd exit towards Torrance. Continue south on Crenshaw for 6.0 miles. The 
Garden is on the left side of the road and has a large marquee.  

  

From Claremont: 
Take the 91 Freeway west to the 110 Freeway. Take the 110 Freeway south (about 5 miles) to Pacific Coast Highway exit. 
Proceed west on PCH for 3 miles. Turn left on Crenshaw Blvd and go 1.0 mile.  The Garden is on the left side of the road and 
has a large marquee. 
 

From the Beach Cities: 
Go south on Pacific Coast Highway until you get to Crenshaw Boulevard in Torrance. Turn right (south) on Crenshaw Blvd. 
and go 1.0 mile. The Garden is on the left side of the road and has a large marquee. 

             Î Î Î 

 

STATE  CONVENTION 2007  

"Rally in the Valley"  

WHERE:  Doubletree Hotel Bakersfield, 3100 Camino Del Rio Court, 

Bakersfield, CA  

WHEN:  Friday May 18, 10:00 a.m. until Sunday, May 20, 3:00 p.m. 

Some events on Thursday, May 17.  

Complete convention information available on our LWV California Member's Websit e. Contact lwvc@lwvc.org  if 
you don't know the URL.  

mailto:lwvc@lwvc.org
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SOCIAL POLICY ð Mary Ellen Barnes, Director 

Joint Committee on Foster Care Not Yet Approved 

²ƛǘƘ 5ŀǊǊŜƭƭ {ǘŜƛƴōŜǊƎΩǎ ό5-Sacramento) return to the legislature, it was widely anticipated that he would join 
Assembly Member Karen Bass (D-Los Angeles) as co-chair of a joint Senate/Assembly Select Committee on 
Foster Care. But to date, the Legislative leadership has not approved formation of a joint foster care committee.  

Ms. Bass chaired an Assembly select committee last year and was highly successful enlisting the support of 
Democrats and Republicans from both houses to carry foster care legislation. Even at this late date, however, 
formal announcement of reauthorization of the Assembly Select Committee on Foster Care is still forthcoming 
even as discussions continue on authorization of a joint committee. 

Last year, virtually all foster care legislation was vetted by a diverse group of foster care stakeholders and was 
carried by members of the Assembly Select Committee or allies in the Senate. This year, potential foster care 
legislation was routed through committee staff for presentation to potential joint committee members.  
 

Governor seeks to transfer juvenile offenders back to counties 

 

The plan by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger to turn the state's disgraced correctional system for the 
young into a national model is now before our state Legislature. To reach that goal, the governor now 
wants to radically shrink the population, shipping about half the state's inmates to county lockups.  
  
The Governor wants to reserve state youth prisons, which now house 2,800 inmates, for violent male 
offenders only. By mid-2008, the governor would relocate about 1,340 youths ð nonviolent parole 
violators, all female offenders and virtually all those convicted of drug and property crimes ð making 
them the counties' responsibility. 
 
The plan has raised concerns among corrections experts, county officials and others who have worked 
for years to improve the state's system, which has become the receptacle for California's most violent 
and troubled youths.  
 
For some, the idea signals a welcome shift ð an acknowledgment, proved through research in other 
states, that youths typically fare better when they are incarcerated close to their families, instead of in 
prisons hundreds of miles from home.  
 
Still, the proposal raises daunting questions ð among them, whether local governments have enough 
beds or suitable facilities for the extra offenders. 
 
In L.A. County, which houses about 4,000 juveniles in its 19 camps and three juvenile halls, the idea of 
taking on hundreds more is "intriguing" but a bit distressing as well, Chief Probation Officer Robert 
Taylor said. 
 
As laid out in the governor's budget summary, the state would pay for the population shift with block 
grants, beginning with $53 million next fiscal year. That would give counties about $94,000 to spend on 
each offender per year, officials said. That sum is significantly more than counties now spend. In Los 
Angeles, Taylor said, it costs the county about $36,000 per offender. 
 
Barry Krisberg of the National Council on Crime and Delinquency praised Schwarzenegger's plan but 
urged caution: "Just shifting them from one bad situation to another is not a good idea. This is a 
fabulous proposal, and the research supports it. We just need to answer a million questions to pull it 
off." 

 

Î Î Î 
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Many people so enjoyed our League Day on Judicial Independence that we will be printing 

various views about the event in this and future VOTER issues.   
 

JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE ð Sally Seven, Government Director 
 

Balancing acts are always difficult.  The one set up by our constitution between our three branches of 
government [executive, legislative, and judicial, aǎ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿϐΣ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
challenging of all time. 

For a number of years, as a part of its Judicial Independence project, LWVUS has been encouraging Leagues 
throughout the country to become more aware of the importance of maintaining a fair and impartial justice 
system.  On January 27, more than a hundred people, League members, lay public, and legal scholars and 
practitioners, gathered at an event at Loyola School of Law in Los Angeles: a symposium on Judicial 
Independence: Why You Should Care. 

LWVLA, a number of other LWVs, with money from the EdFund and from the Program on Constitutional and 
Legal Policy of the Open Society Institute, and support from a large number of concerned groups, cosponsored 
the event.  There was a mƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǇŀƴŜƭΣ ά/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ WǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ tǊŜǎǎǳǊŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǇŀƴŜƭΣ hǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
tƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ {ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎέ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘΦ 

Both the executive and the legislative branches are designed to be responsive to public opinion.  The judicial 
branch is meant to focus on the law and the Constitution.  Protection of rights of any minority depends on the 
judicial system.  Protecting the judicial branch from majority pressure is fundamental to maintaining a balance of 
power. 

 Federal Supreme Court Justices are appointed for life.  Not having to stand for election is one way of insulating 
ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άƳŀŘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŎǊƻǿŘǎΦέ  ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ŀǘ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
subject to public election or confirmation is a matter of dispute and one of the topics of the January symposium. 

Justice Joan Dempsey Klein, one of the morning panelists, said she does not believe in the election of judges, 
and that the present system in California, with a Commission that evaluates candidates and a challenge process 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛǎ άŀōƻǳǘ ŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǎ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘΦέ   

WǳǎǘƛŎŜ YƭŜƛƴ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ {ŀƴŘǊŀ 5ŀȅ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ƻǳǘǎǇƻƪŜƴ ǇǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
judicial independence and of civics instruction.  Without exposure to the concepts underlying the need to 
protect judges from political pressure, people can easily assume that decisions need to be popular.  Justice Klein 
ŎƛǘŜŘ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭƻǘ ƛƴ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ ōȅ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άWŀƛƭ ŦƻǊ WǳŘƎŜǎέ ǘƻ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ƛƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
ŦƻǊ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ Ƨŀƛƭ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ άǿǊƻƴƎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΦέ  Lǘ ƭƻǎǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ōŀŎƪŜǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ [ƻǎ 
Angeles. 

WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀǘ {ǘŀƪŜΣ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ōȅ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ YƭŜƛƴ ŀǎ ŀ άƎƻƻŘ ƎǊƻǳǇΣέ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƛǘǎ ŘƻƻǊǎ ƛƴ нллл ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
conducting a nation-wide campaign to protect fair and impartial justice.  It has a long list of campaign partners, 
legal and judicial organizations and civic, business, and reform groups [including many Leagues among them].  
¢ƘŜȅ άƻǇǇƻǎŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇŜŀŎƘ or intimidate judges over their opinions.  They promote diversity on the 
bench.  They support reforms designed to uphold our system of checks and balances, and to keep special 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘǊƻƻƳΦέ 

Another morning panelist, Professor Allan Ides, agreed that a lack of public understanding of the role of the 
judiciary posed a problem at the present time.  Issues must be decided in keeping with legislative intent and 
constitutional guidelines.  He noted the importance of a conference such as the prŜǎŜƴǘ ƻƴŜ άǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǎŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΣέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘΦ  ²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 
ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ŀōƛŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ άǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦέ   

Recently, four states had initiatives on their ballots attacking the judiciary.  None passed, although one was 
removed from the ballot because of fraud related to signature-gathering.  Professor Ides warned that there is a 
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ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ƭŀǿΦ  ά²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘŜƳƻŎracy; we have a constitutional 
ǊŜǇǳōƭƛŎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ƭŀǿΦ 5ƛǎƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ƻǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ 
in pure power, one that the conservative court has rejected. 

Professor Ides expressed concern about the state ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŎƛǾƛŎǎΦ  IŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ άǎƘƻŎƪƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƴŜǿ 
ƭŀǿ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦέ 

Presiding Justice Candace Cooper [Division Eight, Second Appellate District] spoke of the importance of 
increasing diversity on the bench.  Her special pet peeve was the debriefings provided by local pundits as cases 
progress.  They are skewed by incomplete knowledge and may create false impressions that are never 
ǊŜƳŜŘƛŜŘΦ  {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΥ άDƻŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊƛŜǎΧΦǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ  

Loyola Dean David Burcham, another morning panelist, noted a troubling inconsistency revealed by a recent 
poll.  While 94 per cent of the people agree [strongly or moderately] that we need strong courts free from 
political influence, 44 per cent believe that a 2/3 majority should be able to overturn an unpopular decision. 

Considerable education remains to be done.  The Saturday symposium was a good reminder and ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƻǊΧΦΦŀ 
challenge to us all.    Î Î Î 

 
NATURAL RESOURCES ï Jack Sullivan, LWVCA Board Member 
ð"California has yet to count reservoir emissions in its own greenhouse gas inventory, said Adam 

Gottlieb, spokesman for the state Energy Commission."    

ðñWhat else aren't we counting?ò say some League members.  

óCleanô Energy Dams May be Dirty After All ð By Matt Weiser, staff writer, 

Sacramento Bee ïFebruary 16, 2007 

Last month, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger announced a plan to borrow $4.5 billion to build two massive 
new reservoirs. He pitched them as a vital response to climate change.   "With the impact that global 
warming will cause to our snowpacks," he said, "we need more infrastructure ... so the next generation 
of Californians is not faced with a shortage of this precious resource." 
 
But new research suggests the governor's water plan may instead aggravate climate change. In recent 
years, scientists have documented that dams and hydropower -- long considered a "clean" energy 
source -- may actually pump greenhouse gases into the atmosphere in surprising ways. Emissions 
occur, first, during cement-making and construction for a dam. More happens when land behind it is 
flooded, causing vegetation to rot, releasing carbon dioxide and methane.  Emissions continue 
throughout the dam's life as more organic matter washes in from upstream, and when water is 
released to make electricity, causing a pressure drop that frees gases locked within the stored water. 
 
"If these are going to be built as a response to climate change, you at least need to convene some 
people to study the effect it will have," said Danny Cullenward, a research associate at the Program on 
Energy and Sustainable Development at Stanford University. "The facts are in that it's not a zero-
impact source from an emissions standpoint." 
Natural lakes may produce emissions in the same way. But the effects could be greater in man-made 
reservoirs because water levels change more dramatically behind dams. And, like any other man-made 
energy source, reservoirs would be counted as an addition of greenhouse gases beyond natural levels. 
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"Obviously, there's some irony if measures supposed to help us adapt to climate change are 
themselves contributing to the problem," said Patrick McCully, executive director of the International 
Rivers Network in Oakland. 
Research shows that some reservoirs have a positive effect, absorbing more carbon dioxide than they 
emit. In either case, the effects vary according to geology, climate, reservoir operations and other 
factors. 
 
A deeper look at the problem may prove that the governor's main interest -- water storage -- 
outweighs any negative effect on climate. McCully argues, however, that water conservation would be 
cleaner and cheaper. 
Jerry Johns, deputy director of water planning at the state Department of Water Resources, said he 
hadn't previously considered reservoir emissions. But he said it should be studied in regard to the 
proposed dams.   "I don't think it's going to be a big deal, but we probably should look at it," Johns said. 
"Particularly with where the governor is on greenhouse gases, we probably ought to be looking at all 
kinds of inputs." 
 
Most of the research has focused on South American dams. There, reservoir emissions actually may be 
worse than coal-fired power plants, considered the worst offender among energy producers. But those 
results cannot be applied elsewhere, because rain forests pump far more organic matter into 
reservoirs than almost anywhere else on Earth. Temperate regions, such as California, likely produce 
much less reservoir emissions. 
 
Only one study has been done so far in California, led by researchers at the University of Quebec in 
Montreal. Published in 2004 in the journal Global Biogeochemical Cycles, it looked at Shasta Lake, Lake 
Oroville and New Melones Reservoir. 
It estimated that Shasta Lake released 224 tons per day of carbon dioxide, both through diffusion from 
the surface and during power generation. That's equal to about 14,500 average automobiles, each 
driven 40 miles a day. Lake Oroville emissions equaled about 3,400 cars. 
 
 New Melones Reservoir -- perhaps, researchers said, because of a difference in water acidity -- actually 
absorbed carbon dioxide equal to about 975 cars.  Reservoirs also emit methane. These emissions were 
small in the California reservoirs -- less than a ton per day in each case -- but methane is more potent 
than carbon dioxide. 
 
In 2008, Governor Schwarzenegger plans to ask voters to approve $4.5 billion in bonds to pay for two 
new reservoirs. Both are proposed as hydroelectric projects. 
 
The U.S. National Hydropower Association believes more research is needed to understand emissions, 
said Executive Director Linda Church Ciocci. "I think there is some validity to the research that's been 
done. It's an emerging concern," she said. "But we also believe ... hydropower will still be viewed as a 
very important, clean technology." 
 
Reservoir emissions have not been examined on a broad scale. The Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change, the leading scientific authority on the issue, has not figured these emissions into its 
predictions. 



League of Women Voters of Los Angeles County                               March 2007                                Page 8 
 

 

California has yet to count reservoir emissions in its own greenhouse gas inventory, said Adam 
Gottlieb, spokesman for the state Energy Commission. 
Cullenward, who published a review of the science in the journal Climatic Change, said methane from 
reservoirs could boost global inventories 20 percent. 

"When you look at this on a global level, this actually is a really, really massive impact," he said. "I 
would say, right now, this is totally under the radar."  
        Î Î Î 

HEALTH ACCESS UPDATE ï Hanh Kim Quach, Policy Coord. Health Access California  
 

Wednesday, February 28, 2007 

HUNDREDS OVERFLOW CAPITOL HEARING ROOMS IN RE-LAUNCH OF SB840  
Crowd of SB840 supporters fills up hearing rooms; spills into Capitol hallways as Sen. Sheila Kuehl fields 
questions from reporters, committee members  
 

!ŦǘŜǊ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ {ŜƴΦ {ƘŜƛƭŀ YǳŜƘƭΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ-payer health system continues to see 
support grow among the voters of California. The senator unveiled SB840 -- again ς on Tuesday, with 
more than a dozen lawmakers as co-authors, many standing by her side. The list of supporters include 
Speaker Fabian Nunez and Senate President Pro Tem Don Perata, even though they each have their 
own health reform measures on the table this year. 
 
Longtime supporters of the effort, such as the California Federation of Teachers, California Nurses 
Association, California School Employees Association, Health Access California, Health Care for All, 
League of Women Voters, Service Employees International Union, and many others also stood with the 
senator, as she fielded questions from reporters. Many groups, including American Medical Student 
Association, California Alliance for Retired Americans, CNA, CSEA, Gray Panthers, Health Care for All, 
SEIU, Older Women's League and others brought dozens of people. 
 
THE REINTRODUCTION OF SB840 
{ŜƴΦ YǳŜƘƭΩǎ ōƛƭƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜΣ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭΣ health insurance pool. Every California resident would 
receive a card and be allowed to see a doctor. 
 
Private medical groups and hospitals would continue to exist, but be reimbursed from the universal 
system, rather than dozens of private insurance companies and public funds, all with their own rules 
and paperwork. This change would provide savings from thus reducing the money that goes to 
duplication, administration, and profit. 
The system would be financed through a tax system that replaces all the dollars currently paid into the 
health care system today, including premiums (from employers and employees), copays, and 
deductibles, and the money now spent on government programs such as Medicare and Medi-Cal. 
For health advocates, single-payer in California is "the gold standard for affordable health reform" to 
evaluate other proposals, as Senator Kuehl put it, allowing the state to eliminate $20 billion 
administrative and profits of private insurers, save money by buying in bulk, using health technology to 
eliminate expensive errors and provide everyone in California with the health care they need with they 
need it.  
 
But Kuehl was frank with the press. She recognized that the Governor may not sign this bill if it 
passes. But for every year that this bill continues to be introduced, it helps bring the conversation 
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about health reform furtheǊ ŀƭƻƴƎΣ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ άL ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ǿƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜōŀǘŜΦ 
²Ŝ ǿƛƴ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƛŘŜΧ ²Ŝ ǿƛƴ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƻƳǇƻǎƛƴƎ 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƛŘŜΣΩΩ YǳŜƘƭ ǎŀƛŘΦ  
 
BOOSTERS BRAVE COLD AND RAIN 
SB840 and Kuehl supporters, including health advocates ς but also, school secretaries, nurses, 
uninsured residents, teachers, shop stewards, doctors, medical students, retirees and many others -- 
arrived early for the 1:30 p.m. hearing, lining up outside the hearing room more than three hours in 
advance and crowding out many regular Capitol lobbyists. 
 
¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴto the hearing room, watched on the flat-panel TVs in the hallway as Kuehl gave 
succinct testimony and showed a documentary about why California needed a single-payer system. 
 
LAWMAKERS ASK EXACTLY HOW IT WOULD WORK 
Assemblymembers ς many of whom have voted for the bill and stood with Kuehl -- questions were 
wide ranging and tested Kuehl on the exact mechanics of a single-payer plan. 
 
New AssemblȅǿƻƳŀƴ Cƛƻƴŀ aŀ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǎƘŜΩŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΣ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǿ 
with her private insurer. Yes, said Kuehl.  All doctors would have the option of contracting with the 
state system. However, should a particular doctor choose not to, then their patients would have to pay 
in cash, just as is done now. 
 
Assembly woman Patty Berg feared there might be an exodus of medical providers in the state should 
such a system be enacted. Kuehl asked, where would they go? 
 
άtƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎǳǎƘȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΣΩΩ ǎŀƛŘ YǳŜƘƭΣ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ 
difficult time getting paid ς not only by public programs such as Medi-Cal and Medicare ς but private 
insurers. The problem is so bad that a cottage industry of attorneys has sprouted to help physicians 
recover money. The Wall Street Journal and New York Times' Paul Krugman wrote about it this month. 
A single-payer system may be an improvement. 
 Assemblyman Alan Nakanishi, an ophthamologist and the only Republican to speak up on Tuesday, 
asked how the system would hold down costs, and adequately compensate physicians. Kuehl said 
Medicare and Medi-Cal both take care of the sickest and most expensive populations in the country ς 
the elderly and the poor and disabled. And Medicare rates, it has been reported, pays for the cost of 
treatment.  
 
Aside from that, the system would hold down costs because it would eliminate administration and 
profits (also allowing higher reimbursements), take advantage of economies of scale and new 
technologies and the ability to plan, rather than having each medical group and hospital have to scrimp 
and save to buy its own systems.  
 
Kuehl noted that in Russia, after the collapse of their health system for seniors, the average life 
expectancy for a man declined from 79 years two decades ago to 59 years now.  άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ 
anyone can imagine this country without Medicare now. The seniors would be in the emergency 
ǊƻƻƳǎΣΩΩ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1017998495&msgid=3581516&act=ZQJD&c=5484&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fonline.wsj.com%2Farticle%2FSB117141549626107896-search.html%3FKEYWORDS%3Dbilling%2Bbattle%26COLLECTION%3Dwsjie%2F6month&l=3
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1017998495&msgid=3581516&act=ZQJD&c=5484&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fselect.nytimes.com%2Fsearch%2Frestricted%2Farticle%3Fres%3DF60F15FE3F5A0C758DDDAB0894DF404482&l=4
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bŀƪŀƴƛǎƘƛ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ aŜŘƛŎŀǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜΦ YǳŜƘƭ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΥ άLŦ you think Medicare is 
ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜΦ bƻǘ ǎŀȅ {.упл ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΦΩΩ 
 
Assemblywoman Loni Hancock asked how Kaiser Permanente would shake out. Kuehl, who said she 
had been a Kaiser member since the 1960s, said the self-contained medical company would remain 
intact but its role would change. It would no longer be an insurer, but its cadre of physicians, hospitals 
and medical services would contract with the state as a large medical group.  She said she believed 
ǎǳŎƘ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ άōƻƻƴ ŦƻǊ YŀƛǎŜǊΩΩ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƘŜ ǊŜƭƛŜŘ ƻƴ YŀƛǎŜǊΩǎ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
health delivery systems to serve as the basis for many parts of her legislation. 
 
Health Committee Chairman Mervyn Dymally asked how the unemployed would be covered.  Kuehl 
said they ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
unemployed. In fact, 80% of those who are uninsured are in jobs where they are not offered, or qualify 
for health insurance.  Dymally also asked whether non-traditional services, such as acupuncture and 
chiropractic would be covered. Kuehl said they would. 
 
THE LARGER PICTURE  
In addition to the mechanics, Assemblywoman Patty Berg asked what core principles should be in a 
health reform package ς as an interim step -- should SB840 not pass.   Kuehl listed three notions: 
Shared responsibility, market reforms, and expanded risk pools. 
 
!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ άǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΣΩΩ YǳŜƘƭ ǎŀƛŘΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ϦŘƛŦŦŜǊŜnt 
things to different peopleΦέ As for market reforms, Kuehl cautioned that market reforms did not mean 
ǎǘǊƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜǎ άŎƘŜŀǇŜǊΣΩΩ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ  άǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳΦΩΩ ¢ƻ ƘŜǊΣ ƛǘ 
meant not only banning the practice of denying applicants based on health conditions, but also 
ensuring insurers did not have incentives to delay patient care. 
 
And lastly, Kuehl cautioned against the trend to segregate the market, putting less healthy people into 
one pool, and healthier people into another.  
 
SUPPORTERS FILE THROUGH 
Because of the large number of supporters, Dymally limited testimony, but organizations who showed 
up to support SB840 included: 
 
California Nurses Association, Health Care for All, California Federation of Teachers, California School 
Employees Association, Service Employees International Union, Californians for Racial Equality, Health 
Access California, California Physicians Alliance, California Universal Health Care Organizing Project, 
¦ƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭƛǎǘǎΣ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ǘƻ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊΣ hƭŘŜǊ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ [ŜŀƎǳŜ, League of Women Voters, 
Friends Committee on Legislation, California Alliance for Retired Americans along with many single 
members and interested people ς from organic farmers, school bus drivers, school faculty and 
hundreds more. 
 
The committee meeting was only an informational hearing, the second part of a hearing from last wek 
that considered other health reform proposals. The bill is expected to go through the legislative 
process once again, starting with the Senate Health Committee, chaired by Senator Kuehl herself. 
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Health Access will continue to follow SB840 throughout the year. Please tune into our website and blog 
(at www.health-access.org/blogger.html) for more updates in the future. 
 
PS: To see the video on YouTube, go to: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GyWiVLdR47c 
For more information contact: hquach@health-access.org. 
                 
       Î Î Î 
 
 
 

 

VOTING AND YOUR BALLOT 

MAKING YOUR VOTE COUNT 
GUEST SPEAKER 

CONNY R. MC CORMACK 
Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder 

SPONSORED BY THE TRI LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

BEACH CITIES – PALOS VERDES – TORRANCE 

17
TH

 ANNUAL LASAGNA SUPPER 
Katy Geissert Civic Center Library 

3301 Torrance Blvd., Torrance 

           Tuesday, March 20, 2007 
Supper ($10.00) 6:00 P.M.  Program 7:00 P.M. 

 

For Reservations Please Make Your Check Payable to 
Tri ïLeague Of Women Voters and send with tear-off 

by March 13, 2007 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Send to: Peggy Bartlett, 701 13th Street, Manhattan Bch. 90266 
Ph: 310-545-1087 

 

Number of reservations______$10.00 per person ï check enclosed for  $___________ 
Name(s)_______________________________________________ _______________ 
Phone_____________________________League______________________________ 
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The League of Women Voters welcomes new members, 
both men and women, who are citizens of voting age. 
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Internet Election Resources 
 
Smart Voter                       www.smartvoter.org 
  Statewide propositions plus local candidates & issues on your ballot, with extensive 
  Background materials and media linksðfrom LWV California Ed Fund 
LA County Registrar-Recorder   www.lavote.net 
  Election calendar, polling place look-up, absentee voting info, multilingual voting materials, 
  Locations for Touchscreen early voting 
Easy Voter Guide             www.easyvoter.org 
  Concise facts on statewide propositions; Chinese, Korean, Spanish, Vietnamese, and English 
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  Official text of ballot measures 
CA Legislative Analyst     www.lao.ca.gov 
  Analysis of all ballot measures 
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CA Budget Project           www.cbp.org 
  Analyzes the fiscal effects of statewide ballot measures 
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