LWV/LAC VOTER

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS ® OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY

An Inter-League Organization — Beach Cities m Beverly Hills m Claremont Area m Downey and Southeast Area m East San Gabriel Valley
Glendale-Burbank m Long Beach Area m Los Angeles m Palos Verdes Peninsula m Pasadena Area m Santa Monica m Torrance m Whittier

ISSUE FIVE E-mail lwvlacounty.msn.org MAY 2007

CALENDAR
State Convention 2007, Rally in the Valley, Doubletree
Hotel Bakersfield, Bakersfield

June 8-11 LWVUS Council, Washington, DC

May 18-20

June 19-20 LWV/LAC Retreat

Sat., July 21 Popovers in Pasadena, Immigration Issue
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Join the Rally in the Valley and Beyond —Lola Ungar, President

I am looking forward to meeting and welcoming all the Local League Presidents and members in
Bakersfield on May 18-20, at the LWVC Convention, known as the “Rally in the Valley.” This is the time
for your state representatives to get to know you better and for you to get acquainted with them.

We are also looking forward to the coming months when Local Leagues will be involved in community
issues as well as many more election forums and perhaps, some pro and con presentations, too.
Frances Talbott-White, LWV/LAC 1% VP/Administration, is the “go-to person” to ask about anything
having to do with Smart Voter or www.smartvoter.org in the Los Angeles area while Margo Reeg,
LWV/LAC 2" VP/Voter Service, is the “go-to person” for information and leads on preparing League
members for election forums and pro and con presentations.

At the same time, we are hearing that more and more Local League members are coming forward to
work on immigration issues. | attended a LWV Beach Cities program on the subject in April in
Manhattan Beach that included many other LWV Torrance members as well. We discussed our own
family backgrounds and heard about the history of Immigration and the requirements for becoming a
citizen of the United States.

Interest is so high about the subject of immigration that a “Tiger Team” has been formed with the aid of
LWV/LA’S Lynn Lowry to prepare for a dynamite workshop at Popovers on Saturday, July 21°%.

Other workshops will include one for Presidents, another will reveal the Secrets of Doing a Local
Study & Writing the Study Questions, along with one on Editing for Editors.

And, be sure to come to Pasadena to hear about the Rally in the Valley and LWVUS
Leadership Council, too. I'll be looking for you. LMU
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2007 Annual Summer League Day

POPOVERS IN PASADENA

Workshops Keynote Speaker l
) .T Folr Presidents N “Immigratian Ll
I Immigration Study Coalition

1 Secrets of Doing a Local study [0 be announced when confirmed
& Writing the Study Questions

1 Editing for VOTER Editors

&

Women’s City (

| | | 160 North Oakland, Pasadena
A unique @portunity to become acquaintec

with otherLocal Leaguemembers Parking in rear off Madison,
at our traditional luncheon 1-1/2 blocks north of Colorado Blvd.

Saturday, July 21, 2007
9:30 AM to 2 PM

Send form and check payable to LWV/LAC c/o Georganne Thomsen, 1259 Winchester Ave.,
Glendale, CA 91201 because our Treasurer will be on vacation. 818-244-5304.
League

Name(s)

Deadline is July 11, 2007

Reservations # @$25.00 Total Reservations #

If Postmarked After July 11"

Reservations # @%$30.00 Total Reservations #
Chicken Luncheon # Vegetarian Luncheon #

Luncheon W/O NUTS or other allergens (please name) #

11T
SIGN UP FOR A WORKSHOP

T For Presidents # T Immigration Study Coalition #

1 Secrets of Doing a Local Study & Writing the Study Questions #

1 Editing for VOTER Editors #
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NATURAL RESOURCES i Jack Sullivan, Director

Many More  U.S. Cities Are Joining the Bandwagon -- Jane Turnbull Chair, Energy
Committee, LWVC

The Energy Committee of the League of Women Voters of California urges all local communities in
the state to seriously consider adopting building ordinances that will encourage energy efficient
building design, improvements in water utilization, and adoption of renewable energy and

combined heat and power energy systems.

The article below presents additional examples of local communities that exempl ify leadership in
this important area.

Communities Take Initiative to Combat Climate Change
by Stephen Lacey, Staff Writer
Peterborough, New Hampshire [RenewableEnergyAccess.com]

While the federal government moves slowly to support renewable energy and energy efficiency,
cities and towns across the U.S. are adopting green building ordinances or creating funds to
encourage energy efficient building design and increase integration of renewable energy systems.

"This stuff just makes plain sense. | don't co nsider myself an  environmentalist, | consider myself a
realist.” -- Vivian Myers -Marowitz, Co -Chair, Concord Sustainable Energy Planning Committee

Last month, the town of Epping, New Hampshire, passed a town ordinance that requires all new
commercial buil dings to meet specific energy efficiency guidelines and rewards developers who
install renewable energy systems on the buildings. The green building "performance zoning" is the
first of its  kind in New Hampshire.

Now town officials from around the state a re contacting the Epping Planning Board to get advice on
implementing similar ordinances. According to Epping Town Planner Clay Mitchell, the town did not
want to wait for leadership in Washington to act.

"I'm happy to be blunt about it -- given the lack of leadership onthe federal and state level, it's
time for the towns to step up to the plate and this [green building ordinance] is a great way to do
it," Mitchell said.

Epping is indicative of the growing local movement toward required green developmen t, said Jason
Hartke, Manager of State and Local Advocacy at the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC).

"We've seen an amazing amount of activity on the local level. This year has been very busy,"
Hartke said.

Hartke works with USGBC chapters around the U. S. to educate state and municipal governments
about the environmental and economic benefits of green building. While interest in green
development has steadily grown over the last few years, 2007 is the busiest year to date, Hartke
said.

Concord, Massachu setts, is another small town following the growing green development trend.
Last year, town officials created the Comprehensive Sustainable Energy Planning (CSEP)
Committee to issue recommendations on how to cut down on energy use and "achieve a

sustainabl e energy future."

The CSEP recommended that Concord adopt a Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) of 4 percent

League of Women Voters of Los Angeles County MAY 2007 Page 3



renewable energy generation by 2009; implement minimum vehicle mileage requirements and use
biodiesel for all town vehicles; create a program for r esidents to assess their energy use and
encourage efficiency;  establish a permanent Sustainable Energy Board to implement sustainable

energy projects such as green building design; and establish a Sustainable Energy Fund to pay for
projects.

Vivian Myers -Marowitz, co -chairperson of the CSEP said that, more so than anything else, Concord
was looking at these solutions for economic reasons.

"While the environmental issues are very important, we didn't bring them up as much," Myers -
Marowitz said. "The pocket  book issues and security issues are what got people interested in
creating these recommendations. This stuff just plain makes sense. | don't consider myself an
environmentalist, | consider myself a realist.”

Indeed, as energy demand increases causing frisi ng fuel and electricity prices as well as security
vulnerabilities, energy conservation, energy efficiency and renewable energy are becoming

attractive to more communities around the U.S.

Green development initiatives are especially important for towns an d cities that rely heavily on
tourism. Aspen, Colorado, is one of those towns centered around the lucrative ski and snowboard

industries. However, recent climate analysis shows that the snow in Aspen will vanish as climate
change speeds up, collapsing asi  gnificant portion of the town's economy.

"We've done some local computer modeling and climate simulation which says that with business
as usual, the ski industry will be dead in Aspen and we will have the climate of Amarillo, Texas,"
said Gary Goodson, As sociate Director of Aspen Community Office of Resource Efficiency (CORE).

CORE promotes energy efficiency, green building design and renewable energy in Colorado's Pitkin
County, where Aspen is located. The organization manages the Renewable Energy Mitiga tion
Program (REMP), a $7 million program that provides rebates for citizens who buy energy efficient
appliances or renewable energy systems like a photovoltaic array.

Pitkin County also has a carbon tax for homeowners who use "excessive" amounts of energ y or
build houses over 5,000 square feet. At $340 per ton of CO2, the tax is "probably the world's
highest," said Goodson.

REMP is another example of local communities taking initiative to combat the world's growing
energy problems. Pitkin County taxpayer s support REMP because the area's long  -term economic
stability depends on a healthy environment. Support for those types of programs seems to be

growing among citizens around the country who realize the consequences for their

communities if they continue " business as usual.”

"We see this as an economic driver," Goodson said.

LNG: California Lands Commission votes against offshore terminal

The California Lands Commission voted yesterday against a proposal to buil d aliquefied natural gas
terminal off the coast of Southern California.

In a2 -1 decision, the commission voted to deny Australia -based BHP Billiton the lease for an
energy pipeline from the offshore site to the state's onshore gas pipeline system. It al so rejected
an environmental impact report about the project, which was to include a floating terminal 14 miles
offshore from Malibu.

BHP is one of five companies proposing LNG terminals in California, and its project was the first to
come before the Land s Commission for a vote. Without the commission's approval, the project is
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stalled.

Residents of Oxnard and Malibu, cities that would be near the site of the terminal, have strongly
opposed the project, saying they fear it could be a terrorist target and a threat to public safety.
Additionally, environmentalists say the terminal would create more than 200 tons of local air
pollutants and cite a study claiming the shipping process and transformation of the gas would
create 23 million metric tons of greenhou se gas emissions.

BHP maintains that any explosions at the plant would neither reach nor affect the shoreline (Mark

Martin, San Francisco Chronicle online).

The California Coastal Commission review ed the BHP terminal and it, too, denied the project.

The environmental impact report on the terminal states that the tankers, support vessels and
floating gas processing plant would emit 160 tons of nitrogen oxides and 60 tons of hydrocarbon

per year. Both are precursors to ozone, California's biggest pollutant (Gary Polakovic, Los Angeles
Times).

Md. Senate session ends without vote on LNG bill

Maryland lawmakers allowed a 90 -day session to end in April, 2007, without voting  on legislation
that would stop an LNG facility from being constructed o ff Sparrows Point in eastern Baltimore
county.

Three LNG proposals stalled in the Education, Health and Environmental Affairs Committee, while a
fourth bill that passed the House of Delegates on March 23 never made it to the state Senate floor.
The Feder al Energy Regulatory Commission is expected to decide this fall whether or not to permit
Virginia -based power supply company AES Corp. to construct the terminal along with an 87 -mile
pipeline to southern  Pennsylvania (Laura Barnhardt, Baltimore Sun). (All cites April 10.) T KB

Another Article from LWVC ENERGY CHAIR JANE TURNBULL

Environmentalists Fight 'Green' Plan
Apr 09 - United Press International

A push to bring green energy to Los Angeles would destroy wildlife preserves and mar scen ic
vistas, say California environmental activists.

The proposed 85 -mile Green Path corridor would put power lines and transmission towers through
the San Bernardino National Forest and the Big Morongo Wildlife Preserve north of Palm Springs.

The planto import nonpolluting power is supported by Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, but
opposed by more than a dozen preservation and community groups, the Los Angeles Times said.

Not only is such energy consumption not 'green,’ it is unacceptable under any name, said Justin
Augustine of the Center for Biological Diversity.

Los Angeles faces strict new state laws to replace polluting coal -fired power with renewable energy.
The Green Path project reflects the complications many communities nationwide facei n
determining how to bring wind, sun and steam power from remote rural areas to cities, the Times
reported.
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SOCIAL POLICY - Mary Ellen Barnes, Director

Foster Care Alumni Association

Rhonda Sciortino , principle of Alliance associate
Welfare Insurance Associates, calls our attention to a
national association of former foster youth called

Foster Care Alumni of America.

FCAA has grown
of a national alumni
movement that
began in 1999 when
Alliance member
agency Casey Family
Programs began
extensive interviews with over 1800 alumni of the foster care
system from across the country for the National Alumni Study.

department in 2000.

As researchers
talked with alumni,
heard over and over,
want to DO

: IR b SOMETHING to
1mpr0ve foster care. How can I get involved?”
Recognizing that alumni brought passion, insight, and
expertise that could only be gained by living in foster
Casey Family Programs created the Alumni Relations

Child

out

My life crammed into a plastic bag
they
ofaded photographs of other people
severy letter I had ever received
emismatched holey socks
sdimestore tennies
shighwater jeans
3 tattered bible
eart supplies
emy pride
shope

The official
luggage of the

care,
foster care system

In 2004 Casey Family Programs made a significant investment in the alumni movement by
supporting the creation of FCAA in order to further two goals. First, to create an organized,
supportive and independent community where members’ shared culture is celebrated and their
shared agenda to improve the lives of people in and from foster care could be developed and put into
action. Second, to build the skills, knowledge base, resources and energy of foster care alumni as a
group that will enable them to build meaningful and effective partnerships with each other and with
others who share their mission.

Whenever You have N
your, family ...

In development since that time, FCAA is now beginning to
found chapters across the country. Rhonda, herself a foster
care alumna, is helping FCAA collect “postcards” from
alumni across the country that express graphically what

WUl gek + have Mmany can’t express
= o verbally. She hopes Toster care 2. o to
vav::&s/x_ (0/71/4:?7{ ~— taditions he'p FCAA MR& Tl& “Xe mld (‘V\ PQM)U
S 20 ¢ .
S, assemble the Qonk ond row \‘R 1S W
postcards into a Bavay book.
@ og ‘»Qr{q
A‘ Several of the %
postcards are displayed in this story. FCAA’s website can C\,\O SE N be
accessed at this link.
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HEALTH CARE REFORM i Sheila Hoff, Director

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF CALIFORNIA CALL TO ACTION

The League of Women Voters of California continues to support SB 840, now called the California
Universal Healthcare  Act (CUHA). Senator Sheila Kuehl reintroduced an amended version of the
of the former SB 840 for the 2007 -2008 legislative session.  Advocates worked for two years to

move the former SB 840 through the legislature and to the governor's desk in 2006. He vetoed it.
However, the grassroots momentum for single payer univers al health care remains strong. The
LWVC and a growing list of supporters continue to work to put Kuehl's plan back on the governor's

desk by this summer.

This year's campaign requires new strategies for expanding our movement. We must educate new
senators and assembly members who may not be aware of the advantages and cost savings that a
single payer universal health care system could provide for all Californians  -- individuals, businesses,
and governments. Now, there are several competing health care plans, including a plan put forth

by the governor. These new plans provide a stage for activists to compare their costs and benefits
to Kuehl's plan -- still the only viable solution for the health care crisis.

Only SB 840 provides for a publicly financed system that is a real universal health care
plan . The universal health care system covers all residents and provides for:

* comprehensive health coverage based on a single standard of care

* a universal risk pool that spreads the risk over the entire population , simplifying administration
and saving billions of  dollars that can be spent on health care

* a funding plan that requires the most economical and fair health care contributions from
employers, individuals, state and local governments and other sources
* mechanisms that improve care quality such as system -wide health care planning and evidence -

based care standards

* savings on current health care spending by most individuals,families and governments

* the ability of all California residents to choose t heir own doctors.

The first opportunity for statewide action was the April 18 Senate  Health Committee hearing.

ALL LEAGUE MEMBERS : Please use this opportunity for shoring up or seeking new support and

building awareness of  the grassroots level of support for SB 840. All senators should hear that SB
840 is beginning to work its way to the governor's desk again and that constituent support is

greater than ever for passage of universal health care. All members should contact their senators
to tell them that  the only viable and affordable solution for California's health care crisis is Senator
Kuehl's plan.

LOCAL LEAGUE AND ILO PRESIDENTS should send official League letters to senators whose
districts are in their League's jurisdiction.  The highest priority f  or local League and ILO presidents
whose jurisdiction falls within the district of a member of the Senate Health Committee is to

contact their legislator by letter to show League support for Kuehl's plan and to e -mail this alert to

their members with  a req uest for immediate action.

IF YOUR SENATOR IS A MEMBER OF THE SENATE HEALTH COMMITTEE (see list below):
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INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS . Individual members from Leagues whose jurisdiction falls within the

district of a member of the Senate Health Committee are asked to contact their legislators by letter
to show constituent support for Kuehl's plan and to forward this alert to their personal e -mail lists
as soon as possible.

SB 840 BACKGROUND INFORMATION is available on the LWVC Web site at
www.lwvc.org/lwvc/action/h ealthcare/sb840_background.html

LWVUS POSITION : The LWVUS Health Care position promotes a health care system for the
United States that  provides access to a basic level of quality care for all U.S. residents and controls
health care costs.

FOR MORE INFOR MATION : Contact the LWVC Program Director for Health Care, Barbara Storey,
at bs_lwv004@cox.net  or 619 -231-8231.

KEEP LWVC INFORMED : Please copy any responses to Trudy Schafer, LWVC Program
Director/Advocate at  advocacy@Iwvc.org

Senate Health Committee members:

Sen. Sheila Kuehl (Chair) http://www.senate.ca.gov/ftp/sen/district/sd_23/_home

Sen. Samu el Aanestad (Vice Chair)  http://www.senate.ca.gov/ftp/sen/district/sd_04/_home

Sen. Elaine Alquist  http://www.senate __.ca.gov/ftp/sen/district/sd_13/_home

Sen. Gilbert Cedillo  http://www.senate.ca.gov/ftp/sen/district/sd_22/ _home

Sen. Dave Cox http://www.senate.ca.gov/ftp/sen/district/sd_01/ home

Sen. Abel Maldonado  http://www.senate.ca.gov/ftp/sen/district/sd_15/ _home

Sen. Gloria Negrete McLeod  http://www.senate.ca.gov/ftp/sen/district/sd_32/_home

Sen. Mark Ridley -Thomas http://www.senate.ca.gov/ftp/sen/district/sd_26/_home

Sen. Darrell Steinberg  http://www.senate.ca.gov/ftp/sen/district/sd_06/_home

Sen. Mark Wyland  http://www.senate.ca __.gov/ftp/sen/district/sd_38/_home

Sen. Leland Yee http://www.senate.ca.gov/ftp/sen/district/sd_08/ _home

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF CALIFORNIA , 801 12th Street, Suite 220 , Sacramento, C A
95814 , 916 -442 -7215, FAX 916 -442-7362 , E-mail: lwvc@Ilwvc.org , WEBSITE www.lwvc.org

California Legi sl ataunchesANewlWelsstteo s Of f i ce
The Legislative Analyst's Office has launched a Website designed to provide information to policy
makers, media, and the public concerning governmental retiree health care benefits, costs, and
unfunded liabilities.

The Web site address is http://www.lao.ca.gov/retireehealth. The site will feature noteworthy news
articles, reports, and commentaries from throughout California and around the country concerning
governmental actions that affect retiree health benefits and liabilities.

To subscribe to an LAO email list specifically related to retiree health issues, send an email to
jason.dickerson@lao.ca.gov (or click on mailto:jason.dickerson@lao.ca.qov ). Please type "Subscribe"
in the subject line.
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Judicial Independence Forum Gave Us Marching Orders, Another View
---Jean Thomson, Conference Coordinator

Running throughout the forum was a recurring theme that resonated with all of the League members
present, and hopefully the many non-Leaguers as well. That theme was in order to maintain the
independence of the judiciary, let alone understand why that is important — it is imperative that we align
ourselves with other organizations to restore the teaching of civics in the school systems. Far beyond
the one semester of government required in LAUSD high schools, all speakers implored us to revive
the teaching of civics throughout all public education programs.

D i =3 - ~ (3
.‘ 2 = = ‘,i’ -
Intense Audience Concentration at Judicial Independence Forum, January 27, 2007

It was generally understood that most education about the judicial system today is gained by watching
the television programs such as “24”, “Law and Order”, etc. The judges, lawyers, and defense teams
are portrayed as sleazy or dumb and participate in very unorthodox methods of conduct. Many folks of
all ages believe that is how the real justice system works. In order to inculcate the Rule of Law as a
standard for which this country stands, the panelists felt very strongly that teaching must begin very
early.

Our first panel discussed the problems facing the judiciary today. Many of these problems could be
traced to a pervasive lack of understanding of what the role of the judiciary is intended to be. This
“most fragile but important of the three branches,” as indicated by Judge Smerling, is so misunderstood
that clearly many people do not understand the history of the constitution or the origination of the court
system.

LEAGUE OF Justice Klein recalled a “Civics for Kids”
WOMEN VOTERS” program that might be emulated. She
felt that we have a real obligation to
teach basic principles that govern our
society. Justice Cooper lamented the
LEAGUE OF constant judgments being made by TV
WOMEN VOTF] “pundits” who are neither
knowledgeable about the law nor actual

participants in a court case. Many
! thought that LWV could address the

- unruly “government by initiative” which
— = has complicated the state government.
Judge Smerling, Dean Burcham, Prof. Ides, Justices Many of these initiatives are

LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS!

unconstitutional and require endless
Klein and Cooper lawsuits.
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And education need not be dull and boring as we found
with Justice Epstein’s captivating review of the California
courts origination, “When the West Was Indeed Wild and
Woolly.” He entertained us with stories of the tumultuous
beginnings of the court system when California was not
really ready to establish such a system. The tumultuous
years of name calling, shooting, slugfests, and intrigue
evolved into the judicial system we have today. A brief
study of early laws made by bigots and fraudulent folks
would perhaps instill more respect in the current system of
the Rule of Law.

Justice Epstein

The afternoon panel continued the theme of the need to raise the knowledge base of our system of

government. Justice Epstein thought the lack of emphasis on history, civics, government was very
much influenced by the fact that these are not the subjects being tested nationally. Some felt we might
influence the media to use events as Teaching Moments to really educate the public on the justice
system and what it can and cannot do, perhaps what its role really is.

Professor Reynoso indicated | Attorney Van de Kamp Attorney Rohde suggested that

he was surprised to find
some legislators did not
believe that the justice
system had the right, let
alone the responsibility, to
rule that a statute was
actually unconstitutional
even though passed by the
legislature and signed by the
governor. The justices felt

suggested that we have a lack of
resources to improve the
system. Attention must be paid
to the fact that our youth are not
being educated in understanding
our need for impartiality. There
is not a large bench of young
people in the pipeline ready to
take up the positions on the
court or in the legal profession,

we all should be ambassadors
for “fair and impartial’
judiciaries. This information
should be spread throughout all
of our associates, friends,
organizations to which we
belong, schools, PTAs, etc. We
need public education of the
true nature of independence of
the third branch. Talk about this

that many of the special
interest groups who attack
the judicial system have no
idea of the role of the third
branch of government.

especially of diverse
backgrounds.

conference, pass along what
you have learned, talk about
what is on the ballot—certainly
words Leaguers live by.

W

A

LEAGUE OF

AMOVEN \OTERS LEAGUE OF

WOMEN VOTFR

=

Justice Epstein, Prof Reynoso, Attorneys
Rohde and Van de Kamp, Publisher
Grace, Judge Cherness

Finally, all of the participants called upon us to take action, a suggested marching order to bring back
civics and government education to our schools.
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Lola Ungar, LWV/LAC President
3903 Bluff Street
Torrance, CA 90505
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The League of Women Voters of Los Angeles County in
both its values and practices affirms its belief and
commitment to diversity, pluralism and affirmative action.

The League of Women Voters welcomes new members,
both men and women, who are citizens of voting age.
Associate membership is open to all others.

SUBSCRIBE to the LWV/LAC VOTER

Send the information below to be notified of the latest
VOTER posted on our website at lwvlacounty@msn.com
or for a hard copy subscription send $10 to LWV/LAC
Treasurer, 427 E. Walnut Avenue, Burbank, CA 91501.
Sign Up Today!!

Name

Address

City Zip

Local League

E-mail Address

Internet Election Resources

Smart Voter www.smartvoter.org
Statewide propositions plus local candidates & issues on your ballot, with extensive
Background materials and media links® from LWV California Ed Fund
LA County Registrétecorder www.lavote.net
Election calendar, polling place look-up, absentee voting info, multilingual voting materials,
Locations for Touchscreen early voting
Easy Voter Guide www.easyvoter.org
Concise facts on statewide propositions; Chinese, Korean, Spanish, Viethamese, and English
Secretary of State  www.ss.ca.gov
Official text of ballot measures
CA Legislative Analystwww.lao.ca.gov
Analysis of all ballot measures
CA Voter Foundation www. calvoter.org
Data on campaign contributions to candidates and measures
CA Budget Project  www.cbp.org
Analyzes the fiscal effects of statewide ballot measures

The MAY 2007 VOTER is ready for viewing on our website.

http://www.lacilo.ca.lwvnet.org
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