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Join the Rally in the Valley and Beyond ṣ Lola Ungar, President  
 

I am looking forward to meeting and welcoming all the Local League Presidents and members in 
Bakersfield on May 18-20, at the LWVC Convention, known as the ñRally in the Valley.ò This is the time 
for your state representatives to get to know you better and for you to get acquainted with them.   
 
We are also looking forward to the coming months when Local Leagues will be involved in community 
issues as well as many more election forums and perhaps, some pro and con presentations, too.  
Frances Talbott-White, LWV/LAC 1st VP/Administration, is the ñgo-to personò to ask about anything 
having to do with Smart Voter or www.smartvoter.org in the Los Angeles area while Margo Reeg, 
LWV/LAC 2nd VP/Voter Service, is the ñgo-to personò for information and leads on preparing League 
members for election forums and pro and con presentations.   
 
At the same time, we are hearing that more and more Local League members are coming forward to 
work on immigration issues.  I attended a LWV Beach Cities program on the subject in April in 
Manhattan Beach that included many other LWV Torrance members as well.  We discussed our own 
family backgrounds and heard about the history of Immigration and the requirements for becoming a 
citizen of the United States. 
 
Interest is so high about the subject of immigration that a ñTiger Teamò has been formed with the aid of 
LWV/LAôS Lynn Lowry to prepare for a dynamite workshop at Popovers on Saturday, July 21st.  
 
Other workshops will include one for Presidents, another will reveal the Secrets of  Doing a Local 
Study & Writ ing the Study Quest ions, along with one on Edit ing for Editors.  
 
And, be sure to come to Pasadena to hear about the Ral ly in the Val ley and LWVUS 
Leadership Council, too.  Iôll be looking for you. LMU 

 CALENDAR 

May 18-20 
State Convention 2007, Rally in the Valley, Doubletree 
Hotel Bakersfield, Bakersfield 

June 8-11 LWVUS Council, Washington, DC 

June 19-20 LWV/LAC Retreat 

Sat., July 21 Popovers in Pasadena, Immigration Issue 

http://www.smartvoter.org/
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
 
OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY  

An Inter -League Organization  ñ Beach Cities ƴ Beverly Hills ƴ Claremont Area ƴ Downey and Southeast Area ƴ East San Gabriel Valley   

Glendale-Burbank ƴ Long Beach Area ƴ Los Angeles ƴ Palos Verdes Peninsula ƴ Pasadena Area ƴ Santa Monica ƴ Torrance ƴ Whittier  

 

200 7 Annual Summer League Day          
POPOVERS IN PASADENA 

   
Keynote Speaker 

íImmigrationî  
to be announced when confirmed 

 
Womenôs City Club 

160 North Oakland, Pasadena  
Parking in rear of f  Madison,  

1-1/2 blocks north of  Colorado Blvd.  

Saturday, July 21, 200 7 
9:30 AM to 2 PM  

" - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - -  

Send form and check payable to LWV/LAC c/o Georganne Thomsen, 1259 Winchester Ave., 
Glendale,  CA  91201 because our Treasurer will be on vacation. 818-244-5304. 

League________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name(s) 

 
 

Deadline is July 11, 2007 
Reservations #           @$25.00       Total Reservations #_________________ 

 

If Postmarked After July 11
th

  
Reservations #           @$30.00       Total Reservations #_________________  

 

Chicken Luncheon #________________          Vegetarian Luncheon #_______________________ 
 

Luncheon W/O NUTS or other allergens (please name) #_________________________________ 
 

                        ÎÎÎ 

SIGN UP FOR A WORKSHOP 
 

ÎFor Presidents #___________   ÎImmigrat ion Study Coalit ion #_____________ 
 

ÎSecrets of Doing a Local Study & Writing the Study Questions #_____________  
 

ÎEdit ing for VOTER Editors #______________  
 

 
Workshops  

 

ÎFor Presidents  
 

ÎImmigrat ion Study Coal i t ion  
 

ÎSecrets of  Doing a Local  Study  
& Wri t ing the Study Questions  

 

ÎEdit ing for VOTER Editors  
 

ÎÎÎ 

 
A un ique  oppor tun i ty  to  become acqua in ted 

w i th  o the r  Loca l  League members 
a t  ou r  t rad i t iona l  luncheon 
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NATURAL RESOURCES ï Jack Sullivan, Director 

Many More U.S. Cities Are Joining the Bandwagon  --  Jane Turnbull Chair, Energy 

Committee, LWVC  

The Energy Committee of the League of Women Voters of California urges all  local communities in 

the state to seriously consider adopting building  ordinances that will encourage energy efficient 

building design,  improvements in water utilization, and adoption of renewable energy and  

combined heat and power energy systems.  

 

The article below  presents additional examples of local communities that  exempl ify leadership in 

this important area.  

  

Communities Take Initiative to Combat Climate Change  

by Stephen Lacey, Staff Writer  

Peterborough, New Hampshire [RenewableEnergyAccess.com]  

 

While the federal government moves slowly to support renewable energy and  energy efficiency, 

cities and towns across the U.S. are adopting green  building ordinances or creating funds to 

encourage energy efficient building  design and increase integration of renewable energy systems.  

 

"This stuff just makes plain sense. I don't co nsider myself an  environmentalist, I consider myself a 

realist."  --  Vivian Myers -Marowitz, Co -Chair, Concord Sustainable Energy Planning  Committee  

 

Last month, the town of Epping, New Hampshire, passed a town ordinance that  requires all new 

commercial buil dings to meet specific energy efficiency  guidelines and rewards developers who 

install renewable energy systems on  the buildings. The green building "performance zoning" is the 

first of its  kind in New Hampshire.  

 

Now town officials from around the state a re contacting the Epping Planning  Board to get advice on 

implementing similar ordinances. According to Epping  Town Planner Clay Mitchell, the town did not 

want to wait for leadership in  Washington to act.  

 

"I'm happy to be blunt about it --  given the lack  of leadership on the  federal and state level, it's 

time for the towns to step up to the plate and  this [green building ordinance] is a great way to do 

it," Mitchell said.  

 

Epping is indicative of the growing local movement toward required green  developmen t, said Jason 

Hartke, Manager of State and Local Advocacy at the  U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC).  

 

"We've seen an amazing amount of activity on the local level. This year has  been very busy," 

Hartke said.  

 

Hartke works with USGBC chapters around the U. S. to educate state and  municipal governments 

about the environmental and economic benefits of green  building. While interest in green 

development has steadily grown over the  last few years, 2007 is the busiest year to date, Hartke 

said.  

 

Concord, Massachu setts, is another small town following the growing green  development trend. 

Last year, town officials created the Comprehensive  Sustainable Energy Planning (CSEP) 

Committee to issue recommendations on how  to cut down on energy use and "achieve a 

sustainabl e energy future."  

 

The CSEP recommended that Concord adopt a Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS)  of 4 percent 
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renewable energy generation by 2009; implement minimum vehicle  mileage requirements and use 

biodiesel for all town vehicles; create a  program for r esidents to assess their energy use and 

encourage efficiency;  establish a permanent Sustainable Energy Board to implement sustainable  

energy projects such as green building design; and establish a Sustainable  Energy Fund to pay for 

projects.  

 

Vivian Myers -Marowitz, co -chairperson of the CSEP said that, more so than  anything else, Concord 

was looking at these solutions for economic reasons.  

 

"While the environmental issues are very important, we didn't bring them up  as much," Myers -

Marowitz said. "The pocket book issues and security issues  are what got people interested in 

creating these recommendations. This stuff  just plain makes sense. I don't consider myself an 

environmentalist, I  consider myself a realist."  

 

Indeed, as energy demand increases causing risi ng fuel and electricity  prices as well as security 

vulnerabilities, energy conservation, energy  efficiency and renewable energy are becoming 

attractive to more communities  around the U.S.  

 

Green development initiatives are especially important for towns an d cities  that rely heavily on 

tourism. Aspen, Colorado, is one of those towns  centered around the lucrative ski and snowboard 

industries. However, recent  climate analysis shows that the snow in Aspen will vanish as climate 

change  speeds up, collapsing a si gnificant portion of the town's economy.  

 

"We've done some local computer modeling and climate simulation which says  that with business 

as usual, the ski industry will be dead in Aspen and we  will have the climate of Amarillo, Texas," 

said Gary Goodson, As sociate  Director of Aspen Community Office of Resource Efficiency (CORE).  

 

CORE promotes energy efficiency, green building design and renewable energy  in Colorado's Pitkin 

County, where Aspen is located. The organization  manages the Renewable Energy Mitiga tion 

Program (REMP), a $7 million program  that provides rebates for citizens who buy energy efficient 

appliances or  renewable energy systems like a photovoltaic array.  

 

Pitkin County also has a carbon tax for homeowners who use "excessive"  amounts of energ y or 

build houses over 5,000 square feet. At $340 per ton of  CO2, the tax is "probably the world's 

highest," said Goodson.  

 

REMP is another example of local communities taking initiative to combat the  world's growing 

energy problems. Pitkin County taxpayer s support REMP  because the area's long - term economic 

stability depends on a healthy  environment. Support for those types of programs seems to be 

growing among  citizens around the country who realize the consequences for their  

communities if they continue " business as usual."  

 

"We see this as an economic driver," Goodson said. "It's not just reacting.ò 

_________________  

LNG: California Lands Commission votes against offshore terminal  
 

The California Lands Commission voted yesterday against a proposal to buil d a liquefied natural gas 

terminal off the coast of Southern California.  

 

In a 2 -1 decision, the commission voted to deny Australia -based BHP Billiton  the lease for an 

energy pipeline from the offshore site to the state's  onshore gas pipeline system. It al so rejected 

an environmental impact report  about the project, which was to include a floating terminal 14 miles  

offshore from Malibu.  

 

BHP is one of five companies proposing LNG terminals in California, and its  project was the first to 

come before the Land s Commission for a vote.  Without the commission's approval, the project is 
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stalled.  

 

Residents of Oxnard and Malibu, cities that would be near the site of the  terminal, have strongly 

opposed the project, saying they fear it could be a  terrorist target and a threat to public safety. 

Additionally,  environmentalists say the terminal would create more than 200 tons of local  air 

pollutants and cite a study claiming the shipping process and  transformation of the gas would 

create 23 million metric tons of greenhou se gas emissions.  

 

BHP maintains that any explosions at the plant would neither reach nor  affect the shoreline (Mark 

Martin, San Francisco Chronicle online).  

 

The California Coastal Commission review ed the  BHP terminal and it, too, denied the project.  

 

The environmental impact report on the terminal states that the tankers,  support vessels and 

floating gas processing plant would emit 160 tons of  nitrogen oxides and 60 tons of hydrocarbon 

per year. Both are precursors to  ozone, California's biggest pollutant  (Gary Polakovic, Los Angeles 

Times).  

______________  

Md. Senate session ends without vote on LNG bill  
 

Maryland lawmakers allowed a 90 -day session to end in April, 2007,  without voting  on legislation 

that would stop an LNG facility from being constructed o ff  Sparrows Point in eastern Baltimore 

county.  

 

Three LNG proposals stalled in the Education, Health and Environmental  Affairs Committee, while a 

fourth bill that passed the House of Delegates on  March 23 never made it to the state Senate floor.  

 

The Feder al Energy Regulatory Commission is expected to decide this fall  whether or not to permit 

Virginia -based power supply company AES Corp. to  construct the terminal along with an 87 -mile 

pipeline to southern  Pennsylvania (Laura Barnhardt, Baltimore Sun). (All cites April 10.) ïKB 

________________  

 Another Article from LWVC ENERGY CHAIR JANE TURNBULL 

Environmentalists Fight 'Green' Plan  
Apr 09 -  United Press International  

 

 A push to bring green energy to Los Angeles would destroy wildlife preserves  and mar scen ic 

vistas, say California environmental activists.  

 

The proposed 85 -mile Green Path corridor would put power lines and  transmission towers through 

the San Bernardino National Forest and the Big  Morongo Wildlife Preserve north of Palm Springs.  

 

The plan to import nonpolluting power is supported by Los Angeles Mayor  Antonio Villaraigosa, but 

opposed by more than a dozen preservation and  community groups, the Los Angeles Times said.  

 

Not only is such energy consumption not 'green,' it is unacceptable under  any  name, said Justin 

Augustine of the Center for Biological Diversity.  

 

Los Angeles faces strict new state laws to replace polluting coal - fired  power with renewable energy.  

 

The Green Path project reflects the complications many communities  nationwide face i n 

determining how to bring wind, sun and steam power from  remote rural areas to cities, the Times 

reported.  

. 
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SOCIAL POLICY  -  Mary Ellen Barnes, Director  

Foster Care Alumni Association  

Rhonda Sciortino , principle of Alliance associate Child 

Welfare Insurance Associates, calls our attention to a 

national association of former foster youth called 

Foster Care Alumni of America. 

FCAA has grown out 

of a national alumni 

movement that 

began in 1999 when 

Alliance member 

agency Casey Family 

Programs  began 

extensive interviews with over 1800 alumni of the foster care 

system from across the country for the National Alumni Study.  

As researchers 

talked with alumni, they 

heard over and over, ñI 

want to DO 

SOMETHING to 

improve foster care. How can I get involved?ò 

Recognizing that alumni brought passion, insight, and 

expertise that could only be gained by living in foster care, 

Casey Family Programs created the Alumni Relations 

department in 2000. 

In 2004 Casey Family Programs made a significant investment in the alumni movement by 

supporting the creation of FCAA in order to further two goals. First, to create an organized, 

supportive and independent community where membersô shared culture is celebrated and their 

shared agenda to improve the lives of people in and from foster care could be developed and put into 

action. Second, to build the skills, knowledge base, resources and energy of foster care alumni as a 

group that will enable them to build meaningful and effective partnerships with each other and with 

others who share their mission. 

In development since that time, FCAA is now beginning to 

found chapters across the country. Rhonda, herself a foster 

care alumna, is helping FCAA collect ñpostcardsò from 

alumni across the country that express graphically what 

many canôt express 

verbally. She hopes to 

help FCAA 

assemble the 

postcards into a book.  

Several of the 

postcards are displayed in this story. FCAAôs website can be 

accessed at this link. 

http://www.fostercarealumni.org/

