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SUMMER REFLECTIONS ð  President Lola Ungar 
 

Washington, D.C. 
 

It was a hot time in the capitol, Washington, D.C., when we arrived for the Leaders Council meeting on June 10th. 
The thermometer read 96° and the humidity added to our discomfort outside but we kept our cool inside as we 
met with other ILO Presidents, attended a panel discussion with noted authorities on Immigration where they 
elaborated on the current inconsistencies of the U.S. Immigration policies, heard from D.C. Delegate Eleanor 
Holmes Norton (not a Representative) about the need for D.C. voting rights, and capped the council with a 
banquet where Ray Suarez, award-winning PBS correspondent, spoke about the current Immigration impasse in 
Congress and its contradictions along with his thoughts about the increased blurring of the lines between politics 
and religion within this Administration.  
 

Summit for County Clerks 
 

The days of World War II were recalled in theme, music, decorations and costumes as the City Clerkôs Summit 
got underway in Cerritos in June to urge us all to pull together for the forthcoming election year when cities and 
Los Angeles County will be faced with 3 or more elections.  Supervisor Don Knabe welcomed us along with the 
Mayor of Cerritos Laura Lee.  Deborah Wright was the Emcee who handled the event with great poise and wit.  
Special activities included a media panel with local TV and radio personalities; pollworker outreach; real and 
alleged campaign violations with Dave Demerjian, LA County District Attorney; a panel that addressed multilingual 
issues, voter and signature verification, election consolidation and voter registration.  

We were pleased to be joined at our lunch table by County of Los Angeles Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk 
Conny B. McCormack who recently returned from a vacation trip to Prague.  I was delighted to meet with the City 
Clerks of many cities along with a nice turnout of League members, too.  The coming months will test us all. 
 

Popovers 
 

Coming up very soon is our traditional League Day in Pasadena on Saturday, July 21, 2007 at 9:30 AM.  Be sure 
to fill out the form on Page 4 and send it to Georganne Thomsen because workshop seats are filling up fast. LMU 

 
 

Your Voter Editor sez---- ñDid you know that your League can use articles from this or other LWV VOTERS? 

You simply need to credit the source.ò 

 CALENDAR 
Tues. July 10 Board meeting, LWV/LA Office, 9:30-1:30 
Fri. July 13              Tri-League Immigration Smackdown, Katy Geissert Main 

Library, Torrance 11:30 -1:00  
Sat. July 21 tƻǇƻǾŜǊǎΣ tŀǎŀŘŜƴŀ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƛǘȅ /ƭǳōΣ фΥол-2:00 
Tues. Aug. 14 Board meeting, Norwalk County Library, 9:30-1:30 
Sat. Aug. 25 LWVC Regional Workshops, Long Beach Community 

Hospital, 9-2:30 
Tues. Sept. 11 Board meeting, LWV/LA Office, 9:30-1:30 
Sat. Sept. 29 Candidates Forums Are Us, Taix Restaurant, Silverlake, 

9:30-1:00 

 

LWVC Convention Bakersfield: l-r, Frances 
Talbott-White, President Lola Ungar, 
Barbara Barker Krank, and Liza White 
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Natural Resources ï Jack Sullivan 

  

CALIFORNIA WATER PLAN UPDATE 2009 ï REGIONAL WORKSHOPS  

  
The Department of Water Resources, in cooperation with other State agencies, is holding regional 
public workshops to gather and share information about the California Water Plan Update 2009. The 
workshops will be held in Los Angeles on July 25, 2007 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The workshop will 
be held at the Metropolitan Water Districtôs Office, 700 No. Alameda Street, Los Angeles. 

 
Eight other regional workshops will be held across the State during the summer of 2007, and again 
during the early part of 2008 and the late spring of 2009. Tentative information for the regions involved, 
locations and dates of these other public workshops include: 
  

        South Lahontan region: Palmdale ï July 10 

        Central Coast region: Santa Barbara ï July 23 

        South Coast region: Los Angeles ï July 25 
        Mountain Counties, North Lahontan regions: Placerville ï August 10 

        Sacramento River, North Coast regions: Red Bluff ï August 23 

        Delta, San Joaquin River region: Stockton area ï date not yet set 
        Tulare Lake region: Bakersfield ï date not yet set 
        Colorado River, South Lahontan regions: Palm Desert area ï date not yet set 

  
Complete details for these regional workshops will be posted and distributed in the next few weeks.  
Additional information about the 2009 Update of the California Water Plan is available online 
at: www.waterplan.water.ca.gov . Available materials include schedules and agendas (as they 
become available) for these regional workshops, other meetings, and contact information.  
There will be further opportunities to provide input for the Water Plan that include regional 
forums, public plenary meetings, statewide advisory committee meetings and Statewide Water 
Analysis Network technical workshops.  

___________________ 
 

LWV/LAC Conducts Legislative Interviews with County Supervisors 
ð Francis Talbott-White -  VP Administration/Communication    

 

During the months of May and June, LWV/LAC Board members, along with 

representatives of  Local Leagues throughout the County, visited all five of the Los 

Angeles County Supervisors at their downtown offices.  

 

Prior to the interviews, Board members formulated six questions in areas of 

particular concern:  

  a. Homelessness (desirability of the  Hope Gardens site);  

  b. Transportation (necessity of increasing ridership);  

  c. Government (implications of the shift from CAO to CEO);  

  d. Communications (development of a county government cable channel);  

  e. Mental health (use of Prop 63 funds for new projects and facilities); and  

  f. Natural resources (environmental impact of new development).  

 

All of the Supervisors  and/or their deputies  gave a great deal of time and personal 

attention to League issues, though not all six questions were covered i n all of the 

interviews. Detailed notes on all the interviews are in the LWV/LAC  file s  for 

reference  for  future study and action.  

 

The LWV/LAC Board hopes to organize Legislative Interviews at the County level on a 

regular basis.  

 

/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.waterplan.water.ca.gov/
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SSOOCCII AALL   PPOOLL II CCYY  ðð  MM AARRYY  EE LL LL EE NN   BBAARRNN EE SS,,   DD II RREE CCTT OO RR  

 

CDE Provides Help on Highly Qualified Teachers, Guidance on Partial Credit Transfers  
 

Highly Qualified Teacher Requirement Deadline Extended  
As nonpublic schools scramble to have all teachers certified Highly Qualified as required under No Child Left 
Behind, the California Department of Education has extended the June 2007 deadline on an interim basis while it 
investigates how a more formal extension may be obtained. 

A June 15 memo from Special Education Services Administrator Jim Belotti to nonpublic schools that currently 
hold a conditional certification based on the credential status of their teachers states: 

Your nonpublic school has a conditional certification that expires June 30, 2007. This date coincides with the 
requirement that all teachers meet minimum federal and state requirements consistent with the No Child Left 
Behind Act, the 2004 Re-authorization of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, and Education Code  
Section 56366.1(n)(1). 

The California Department of Education is investigating the ability to extend the time for nonpublic schools to 
meet teacher requirements and the conditions under which this can occur. Until such time as we provide you 
with more definitive information in this regard, your nonpublic school will retain its existing certification status.   

The memo does not change the requirement; however, it does provide additional time for the Department to 
address the issue of the critical shortage of Highly Qualified Special Education teachers in California. Nonpublic 
schools are advised to not assume that the requirement will be dismissed, but rather to continue efforts to move 
teachers through their training programs as quickly as possible. 

Assigning Partial Credit Hours for Students Who Transfer During the School Year  

Part of AB 490 (Steinberg) was intended to assure that foster youth not be disadvantaged by having to change 
schools midyear as a result of change in foster care placement. According to a June 6 letter to county and 
disctrict superintendents from California State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack OôConnell,  

California Education Code Section 48645 requires each public school district superintendent and county office 
of education to accept for credit, full or partial coursework satisfactorily completed by a pupil while attending 
another public school, or non public, non-sectarian school or agency. 

The memo notes that ñanecdotal reports indicate there may be inconsistent application of granting and accepting 
of partial course credits, especially for foster youth.ò 

This concern raised by foster youth at a Foster Youth Education Summit in Sacramento was subsequently shared 
with the Assembly Select Committee on Foster Care and members of the Blue Ribbon Commission on Children in 
Foster Care, and ultimately occasioned the clarification by Mr. OôConnell. 

 

The 2007 California County Data Book has been published by Children Now 
This data book, released by Children Now, covers multiple aspects of childrenôs well-being across all of 
California's 58 counties.  Some of the data include: demographics of families (households with children, language 
spoken at home, citizenship status), health (health status by ethnicity and age, health coverage) and education 
(enrollment in preschool, student achievement, exit exam pass rate by race/ethnicity, language fluency) and 
more. Selected findings are listed below: 

¶ More than a quarter of the children in California live in LA County.  

¶ 40% of LA County 10th grade students meet UC/CSU entrance requirements.   
¶ 93% of LA County children have some form of health insurance. 
¶ 91% of LA County White 10th grade students passed the California High School English Exam, compared 

to 66% of Latinos, 88% of Asians, and 64% of African-Americans. 
¶ Fair market rent in LA County is $1,269 compared to the state-wide rate of $905. 
¶ LA County Children who are in households 3 times the poverty level attend preschool or nursery school at 

twice the rate as children from households below the poverty level. 

Bill Pitkin, Director of Research research@unitedwayla.org and Joseph Martinez, Research and Policy Analyst 
http://www.unitedwayla.org United Way of Greater Los Angeles, 523 W. 6th Street Suite 345, Los Angeles, CA 
90014, 213-630-2100               

http://contactbeacon.com/r.php?id=114492-811770
mailto:research@unitedwayla.org
http://contactbeacon.com/r.php?id=114497-811770
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2007 Annual  Summer League Day                                   
POPOVERS IN PASADENA 

 
Professor Emeritus CSU San Bernardino  

        Dr.  Elliott Barkan  

òAmerican Immigration ñ   
Another Revolution or Political Ploy?ó  

 

 

Womenôs City Club 
160 North Oakland, Pasadena  

Parking in rear of f  Madison,  
1-1/2 blocks north of  Colorado Blvd.  

Saturday, July 21, 2007  
9:30 AM to 2 PM  

 

" - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - -  

Please Note: Send form and check payable to LWV/LAC ð c/o Georganne Thomsen, 

1259 Winchester Ave., Glendale,  CA  91201 (818-244-5304) 
because our Treasurer will be on vacation. 

League Name________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name(s) 

 

 

Deadline is July 11, 2007 
Reservations #           @$25.00       Total Reservations #_________________ 
 

If Postmarked After July 11
th

  
Reservations #           @$30.00       Total Reservations #_________________  

 
Chicken Luncheon #________________          Vegetarian Luncheon #_______________________ 

 
Luncheon W/O NUTS or other allergens (please name) #_________________________________ 

 

               ÎÎÎ 
 
SIGN UP FOR A MORNING WORKSHOP 

 
ÎFor Pres idents  #___________   ÎImmigrat ion Study Coal i t ion #_____________  

 
ÎSecrets  of  Doing a Local  Study & Writ ing the Study Quest ions #_____________  

 
WORKSHOPS  

 

ÎFor Presidents  
 

ÎImmigrat ion Study Coal i t ion  
 

ÎSecrets of  Doing a Local  Stud y 
& Wri t ing the Study Questions  

 

ÎÎÎ 
 

A un ique  oppor tun i ty  to  become acqua in ted 
w i th  o the r  Loca l  League  members 

a t  ou r  t rad i t iona l  luncheon 
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