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ISSUE SEVEN E-mail Iwvlacounty.msn.org JULY/AUGUST 2007
CALENDAR
Tues. July 10 Board meeting, LWV/LA Office, 9:30-1:30
Fri. July 13 Tri-League Immigration Smackdown, Katy Geissert Main

Library, Torrance 11:30 -1:00
Sat. July 21 t 2L2 OSNBZ tl ak RSyl -20@ YSy ¢
Tues. Aug. 14 Board meeting, Norwalk County Library, 9:30-1:30
Sat. Aug. 25 LWVC Regional Workshops, Long Beach Community
Hospital, 9-2:30
Tues. Sept. 11 Board meeting, LWV/LA Office, 9:30-1:30

LWVC Convention Bakersfield: I-r, Frances Sat. Sept. 29 Candidates Forums Are Us, Taix Restaurant, Silverlake,
Talbott-White, President Lola Ungar, 9:30-1:00
Barbara Barker Krank, and Liza White

SUMMER REFLECTIONS — President Lola Ungar
Washington, D.C.

It was a hot time in the capitol, Washington, D.C., when we arrived for the Leaders Council meeting on June 10th.
The thermometer read 96° and the humidity added to our discomfort outside but we kept our cool inside as we
met with other ILO Presidents, attended a panel discussion with noted authorities on Immigration where they
elaborated on the current inconsistencies of the U.S. Immigration policies, heard from D.C. Delegate Eleanor
Holmes Norton (not a Representative) about the need for D.C. voting rights, and capped the council with a
banquet where Ray Suarez, award-winning PBS correspondent, spoke about the current Immigration impasse in
Congress and its contradictions along with his thoughts about the increased blurring of the lines between politics
and religion within this Administration.

Summit for County Clerks

The days of World War Il were recalled in theme, music, decorations and costumes as the City Clerk’s Summit
got underway in Cerritos in June to urge us all to pull together for the forthcoming election year when cities and
Los Angeles County will be faced with 3 or more elections. Supervisor Don Knabe welcomed us along with the
Mayor of Cerritos Laura Lee. Deborah Wright was the Emcee who handled the event with great poise and wit.
Special activities included a media panel with local TV and radio personalities; pollworker outreach; real and
alleged campaign violations with Dave Demerjian, LA County District Attorney; a panel that addressed multilingual
issues, voter and signature verification, election consolidation and voter registration.

We were pleased to be joined at our lunch table by County of Los Angeles Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk
Conny B. McCormack who recently returned from a vacation trip to Prague. | was delighted to meet with the City
Clerks of many cities along with a nice turnout of League members, too. The coming months will test us all.

Popovers

Coming up very soon is our traditional League Day in Pasadena on Saturday, July 21, 2007 at 9:30 AM. Be sure
to fill out the form on Page 4 and send it to Georganne Thomsen because workshop seats are filling up fast. LMU

Your Voter Editor sez---- “Did you know that your League can use articles from this or other LWV VOTERS?
You simply need to credit the source.”




Natural Resources - Jack Sullivan

CALIFORNIA WATER PLAN UPDATE 2009 - REGIONAL WORKSHOPS

The Department of Water Resources, in cooperation with other State agencies, is holding regional
public workshops to gather and share information about the California Water Plan Update 2009. The
workshops will be held in Los Angeles on July 25, 2007 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The workshop will
be held at the Metropolitan Water District’s Office, 700 No. Alameda Street, Los Angeles.

Eight other regional workshops will be held across the State during the summer of 2007, and again
during the early part of 2008 and the late spring of 2009. Tentative information for the regions involved,
locations and dates of these other public workshops include:

South Lahontan region: Palmdale — July 10
Central Coast region: Santa Barbara — July 23

South Coast region: Los Angeles i July 25

Mountain Counties, North Lahontan regions: Placerville — August 10
Sacramento River, North Coast regions: Red Bluff — August 23

Delta, San Joaquin River region: Stockton area — date not yet set

Tulare Lake region: Bakersfield — date not yet set

Colorado River, South Lahontan regions: Palm Desert area — date not yet set

Complete details for these regional workshops will be posted and distributed in the next few weeks.
Additional information about the 2009 Update of the California Water Plan is available online
at: www.waterplan.water.ca.gov . Available materials include schedules and agendas (as they
become available) for these regional workshops, other meetings, and contact information.
There will be further opportunities to provide input for the Water Plan that include regional
forums, public plenary meetings, statewide advisory committee meetings and Statewide Water
Analysis Network technical workshops.

LWV/LAC Conducts Legislative Interviews with County Supervisors
O Francis TalboMVhite- VP Administration/Communication

During the months of May and June, LWV/LAC Board members, along with
representatives of Local Leagues throughout the County, visited all five of the Los
Angeles County Supervisors at their downtown offices.

Prior to the interviews, Board members formulated six questions in areas of
particular concern:

Homelessness (desirability of the Hope Gardens site);

Transportation (necessity of increasing ridership);

CGovernment (implications of the shift from CAO to CEO);

Communications (development of a county government cable channel);

Mental health (use of Prop 63 funds for new projects and facilities); and
Natural resources (environmental impact of new development).

~0oo Ty

All of the Supervisors and/or their deputies gave a great deal of time and personal

attention to League issues, though not all six questions were covered i n all of the
interviews. Detailed notes on all the interviews are in the LWV/LAC file s for
reference  for future study and action.

The LWV/LAC Board hopes to organize Legislative Interviews at the County level on a
regular basis.
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SOCIAL POLICY @ MARY ELLEN BARNES, DIRECTOR
CDE Provides Help on Highly Qualified Teachers, Guidance on Partial Credit Transfers

Highly Qualified Teacher Requirement Deadline Extended

As nonpublic schools scramble to have all teachers certified Highly Qualified as required under No Child Left
Behind, the California Department of Education has extended the June 2007 deadline on an interim basis while it
investigates how a more formal extension may be obtained.

A June 15 memo from Special Education Services Administrator Jim Belotti to nonpublic schools that currently
hold a conditional certification based on the credential status of their teachers states:

Your nonpublic school has a conditional certification that expires June 30, 2007. This date coincides with the
requirement that all teachers meet minimum federal and state requirements consistent with the No Child Left
Behind Act, the 2004 Re-authorization of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, and Education Code
Section 56366.1(n)(1).

The California Department of Education is investigating the ability to extend the time for nonpublic schools to
meet teacher requirements and the conditions under which this can occur. Until such time as we provide you
with more definitive information in this regard, your nonpublic school will retain its existing certification status.

The memo does not change the requirement; however, it does provide additional time for the Department to
address the issue of the critical shortage of Highly Qualified Special Education teachers in California. Nonpublic
schools are advised to not assume that the requirement will be dismissed, but rather to continue efforts to move
teachers through their training programs as quickly as possible.

Assigning Partial Credit Hours for Students Who Transfer During the School Year

Part of AB 490 (Steinberg) was intended to assure that foster youth not be disadvantaged by having to change
schools midyear as a result of change in foster care placement. According to a June 6 letter to county and
disctrict superintendents from California State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O’Connell,

California Education Code Section 48645 requires each public school district superintendent and county office
of education to accept for credit, full or partial coursework satisfactorily completed by a pupil while attending
another public school, or non public, non-sectarian school or agency.

The memo notes that “anecdotal reports indicate there may be inconsistent application of granting and accepting
of partial course credits, especially for foster youth.”

This concern raised by foster youth at a Foster Youth Education Summit in Sacramento was subsequently shared
with the Assembly Select Committee on Foster Care and members of the Blue Ribbon Commission on Children in
Foster Care, and ultimately occasioned the clarification by Mr. O’Connell.

The 2007 California County Data Book has been published by Children Now

This data book, released by Children Now, covers multiple aspects of children’s well-being across all of
California's 58 counties. Some of the data include: demographics of families (households with children, language
spoken at home, citizenship status), health (health status by ethnicity and age, health coverage) and education
(enrollment in preschool, student achievement, exit exam pass rate by race/ethnicity, language fluency) and
more. Selected findings are listed below:

More than a quarter of the children in California live in LA County.

40% of LA County 10th grade students meet UC/CSU entrance requirements.

93% of LA County children have some form of health insurance.

91% of LA County White 10th grade students passed the California High School English Exam, compared
to 66% of Latinos, 88% of Asians, and 64% of African-Americans.

Fair market rent in LA County is $1,269 compared to the state-wide rate of $905.

LA County Children who are in households 3 times the poverty level attend preschool or nursery school at
twice the rate as children from households below the poverty level.

=A =8 -8 -4
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Bill Pitkin, Director of Research research@unitedwayla.org and Joseph Martinez, Research and Policy Analyst
http://www.unitedwayla.org United Way of Greater Los Angeles, 523 W. 6th Street Suite 345, Los Angeles, CA
90014, 213-630-2100
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H HuiTy and send in your reservation as there are a limited number of seais ieiil H

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY

An Inter-League Organization — Beach Cities m Beverly Hills m Claremont Area m Downey and Southeast Area m East San Gabriel Valley
Glendale-Burbank m Long Beach Area m Los Angeles m Palos Verdes Peninsula m Pasadena Area m Santa Monica m Torrance m Whittier

2007 Annual Summer League Day

POPOVERS IN PASADENA

Professor Emeritus CSU San Bernardino

Dr. Elliott Barkan rH'
OAmerican |IA
Another Revolution orPolitical Ploy?0

r at

WORKSHOPS ~ .
1 For Presidents WO Mme N 0O S C| t y
T Immigration Study Coalition 160 North Oakland, Pasadena
T Secrets of Doing a Local Study Parking in rear off Madison,
& Writing the Study Questions 1-1/2 blocks north of Colorado Blvd.
P Saturday, July 21, 2007
A uni tunity to b int .
""With other Local League members 9:30 AMto 2 PM
at our traditional luncheon

Please Note: Send form and check payable to LWV/LAC 8 c/o Georganne Thomsen,
1259 Winchester Ave., Glendale, CA 91201 (818-244-5304)
because our Treasurer will be on vacation.
League Name

Name(s)

Deadline is July 11, 2007

Reservations # @%$25.00 Total Reservations #

If Postmarked After July 11"
Reservations # @%$30.00 Total Reservations #

Chicken Luncheon # Vegetarian Luncheon #

Luncheon W/O NUTS or other allergens (please name) #

SIGN UP FOR A MORNING WORKSHOP

T For Presidents # T Immigration Study Coalition #

T Secrets of Doing a Local Study & Writing the Study Questions #
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YOUR BRIDGE TO THE FUTURE

ANEW ILO¥* COMMITTEE
FOR EMPLOVED LEAGUE MEMBERS

IF vl WORE DURIMG THE SCHEDULED ILO CoumTy BOARD MEETINGS
(GEMERALLY, THE ¥Iwo TUESDAY OF THE MOMTH) AMND WOULD LIEE TO BEE A&

FART OF ILO INPUT AWD PLANMING, YOU CAM SIGH UF TO ATTEMD & FEW
JATURDAY EVENTS DURING THE YEAR AND BEECOME INVOLVED WITH 185UES AT &
COUMTY LEVEL.

WE COULD HAVE THE MEETINGS BEFORE OR AFTER OTHER ILO EVENTS FOR
THE COMNVYEMNIEMNCE OF THOSE ATTENDIMNG.

FLEASE COMTACT LOis LEDGER, VOTER EDITOR AT 562 432-5822,
Thiz idaa cam hielp vs creats a bridze to our fatare and help kesp the IO opsan to working

women at the County Board level  This avenue should alse stmact youmger workms Leazue
members. Pleasa call me and for sign up at Popotvars

EINTER-LEAGUE DREGANIZATION

TRI-LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
BEACH CITIES - PALOS VERDES —
TORRANCE

Invites You to a Brown Bag Meeting

“CITIZENSHIP SMACKDOWN?”

CAN YOU PASS THE TEST!

LANCE WIDMAN

PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
EL CAMING COLLEGE

WHERE: KATY GEISSERT PUBLICE LIBRARY
(TOREANCE PUBLIC LIBRARY)
3301 TORRANCE BLVD.
WHEN: FRIDAY, JULY 137, 2007
11:30 — 1:00 P.AL

COFFEE AND COOKIES WILL BE SERVED

SPEAKER
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ANV

Warkshops
[tentative)

= Veter Service
= Membership

= 217 Century
League

= How to do a Study

Leagns OFf Women Vorers Of Califoriaa

LWVC Regional
Workshops

Hosted by Long Beach Area League

August 25, 2007
9:00 am to 2:30 pm

Community Hospital Auditorium

1720
Long

Termino Avenue
Beach, CA 90804

Cost: $30 (including lunch)

Reserve Naow:

MHame and League

Address

City, State, Zip

Please send your check for $30, payable to LWWVG, to Lois Ledger, 1739
Appleten 5t. 27, Lonyg Beach, CA 20802

See map and driving direst

isns an reverse side

Map to Community Hospital of Long Beach

1720 Termino Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90804
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“ LWV/LAC

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS ® OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY

An Inter-League Organization — Beach Cities m Beverly Hills m Claremont Area m Downey and Southeast Area m East San Gabriel Valley
Glendale-Burbank m Long Beach Area m Los Angeles m Palos Verdes Peninsula m Pasadena Area m Santa Monica m Torrance m Whittier

SAVE THE DATE

Saturday, September 29, 2007
9:30AM-1PM

TAIX RESTAURANT

1911 W. Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90026

oCandi dat eGBRBEOr un

A How-to and Practice Seminar for League Leaders

STARRING
Arline Ames, Bea Antenore, Mary Ellen Barnes, Pat Kromka, Dorothy Larson, Monica Marquez,
Sharon Mul | eni MargoRebagy RrandesTalwihifegsronganind Thomsedfay White,

and YOU!

Each league should plan to bring several new people to train to be part of your own
VOTER SERVICE TEAM.

Send form and check payable to LWV/LAC
Mail to LWV/LAC Treasurer, 427 E. Walnut Ave., Burbank 91501

League

Name(s)

Deadline is September 19, 2007.
LLatefeeis $30.0&fterSept.19h |
Reservations # @%$25.00 = Total Reservations $

Chicken Luncheon # Vegetarian Luncheon #

Luncheon w/o NUTS or other allergens (name them) #

NOTE: Carpooling recommended — Valet Parking is $2.50 per car.
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Lola Ungar, LWV/LAC President
3903 Bluff Street
Torrance, CA 90505

LWVC/LAC VOTER
JULY/AUGUST 2007

An Inter-League Organization
Beach Cities m Beverly Hills m Claremont Area
Downey and Southeast Area m East San Gabriel Valley
Glendale-Burbank m Long Beach Area m Los Angeles
Palos Verdes Peninsula m Pasadena Area m Santa Monica
Torrance m Whittier

The League of Women Voters of Los Angeles County in
both its values and practidéisma its belief and
commitment to diversity, pluralism and affirmative action.

The League of Women Voters welcomes new members,
both men and women, who are citizens of voting age.
Associate membership is open to all others.

SUBSCRIBE to the LWV/LAC VOTER

Send the information below to be notified of the latest
VOTER posted on our webdite/@icounty @msn.com

or for a hard copy subscription send $10 to LWV/LAC
Treasurer, 427 E. Walnut Avenue, Burbadk0CA 9

Sign Up Today!!

Name

Address

City Zip

Local League

E-mail Address

Internet Eletion Resources

Smart Voter www.smartvoter.org
Statewide propositions plus local candidates & issues on your ballot, with extensive
Background materials and mediflioks LWV California Ed Fund
LA County Registrétecorder www.lavote.net
Election calendar, polling placepoaksentee voting info, multilingual voting materials,
Locaibns for Touchscreen early voting
Easy Voter Guide www.easyvoter.org
Concise facts on statewide propositions; Chinese, Korean, Spanish, Viethamese, and English
Secretary of State  www.ss.ca.gov
Official text of ballot measures
CA Legislative Analystwww.lao.cgaov
Analysis of all ballot measures
CA Voter Foundation www. calvoter.org
Data on campaign dbotions to candidates and measures
CA Budget Project  www.cbp.org
Analyzes the fiscal effects of statewide ballot measures

The JULY/AUGUST 2007 VOTER is ready for viewing on our website.
http://www.lacilo.ca.lwvnet.org
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