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CALENDAR
> —t Sat. Aug. 25 LWVC Regional Workshops, Long Beach Community Hospital, 9-2:30
> = Wed. Sept. 5 VOTER Editors, 12:30-3:00, PUENTE Learning Center
¢ N\

7 4 —_ Thurs. Sept. 6  LEW Webmasters, 12:30-3:00 PUENTE Learning Center
7 Tues. Sept. 11  Board meeting, LWV/LA Office, 9:30-1:30

4’ Sat. Sept. 15 Tri-League Kickoff, Torrance, County CEO William Fujioka

\ 1 - Sat. Sept. 29 Candidates Forums ‘R Us, Taix Restaurant, Silverlake, 9:30-1:00
\\___' _/

NOT MUCH HAMMOCK TIME FOR ME — President Lola Ungar

The Popovers event was a great success in late July as we greeted an overflow crowd of members and guests to talk about
Immigration, Secrets of a League Study and had a presidential confab. Everyone liked the speaker on Immigration, Dr.
Elliott Barkan, Cal. State San Bernardino; the lunch; and the location. No complaints about the food (!). Several people
commented on the difficulty of covering a complex subject in a limited amount of time. Yes, yes, and yes.

The Ports - Sondra Hauge, President LWV Pasadena Area, and | attended a conference where the discussion concerned
"Funding America's Loading Dock," securing bond funding for green growth along Southern California's international trade
corridors. We heard from companies and individuals interested and related to transportation and the ports of Long Beach
and Los Angeles. Amazingly, there was a great deal of talk and interest in greening every aspect of the transportation
industry because everyone is learning that though they imagined that greening transportation might cost more to
implement, it has not. Instead, like “green building,” the greening of the transportation industry is becoming the
watchword for the health of workers and the companies and governments that they work for along with a continuing
growth in profits.

The RAND Corporation — Many of the LWV-LAC Local League Presidents took part in an in an all day workshop related to
the Rand’s assumption process regarding international terrorism sponsored by Rand and the LWVUS in July. We heard a
provocative overview from Brian Michael Jenkins, Rand terrorism expert. We were challenged to look at various assumptive
scenarios (a Rand study method) that included the current U.S. National Strategy regarding counter-terrorism. Xandra
Kayden, LWVUS Director as well as a UCLA senior fellow and political scientist, challenged the audience to talk and think
about terrorism objectively. She said that funding is being sought by the LWVUS so that in the future Local Leagues can
train our members throughout the U.S. to replicate the Rand program. An interesting in-depth review of the day is located
at http://www.surfsantamonica.com/ssm_site/the lookout/news/News-2007/July-2007/07_26 _07_Bringing_Reason_to_Terror.htm

by Ann K. Williams, LWV Santa Monica; the LWVUS’ website; and on the RAND Corporation’s website. We came away
exhausted, but eager to move on to the next steps.

Water — Also in July, Jack Sullivan, Kay White, Charolette Fox and | took part in a workshop conducted by the Department
of Water Resources concerning preparation of the California Water Plan 2009 Update and also sat in on the Southern
California Water Dialogue where presentations were made by Dr. Glen MacDonald and Bill Hasencamp at the meeting.
Those presentations will be posted soon on the Dialogue's Web site. If you want to download or review these interesting
presentations, check on http://www.socalwaterdialogue.org/calendar/index.html.

The California Water Policy conference is scheduled for November 14-15 at the Sheraton Downtown Hotel in Los Angeles.
Also known as the POWER Conference, the conference title this year is, "Climate of Change: From Sizzle to Substance"
and has climate change as an overarching theme. - LMU
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; Puzzled? Curious? They say that curiosity killed the cat, but curiosity only whets

- League members’ appetites for information which we League of Women Voters

members obtain through the study, discussion and consensus process. Now is the time for members

to start thinking about a new study about Los Angeles County. What are you curious about? What

about your League’s members? Where would you like to see the County League more active? And,

where is more education needed? Each local League needs to plan and prepare a program during 2007

for their members to determine their preferences. This is because in March, 2008 at the LWV/LAC

Convention, members will be choosing a new study as well as areas for action for the 2008-2110
period.

We are now in the second year (2006-2008) of no new study with emphasis for action on our Social
Policy and Government positions. Recently we updated our Land Use study which culminated in an
amended position on the unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County. Prior to that, we studied the
roles of the Board of Supervisors and CEQO. Members decided on a change from our former position so
that now we favor an appointed CEO with Charter status. We are pleased to see that the Supervisors
have done just that. Transportation was another recent study which resulted in an expanded position.

Some topics have already been suggested for the 2008-2110 period. The following list was derived
from the 2007 LWV/LAC Convention in March and from the July Summer League Day (Popovers)
workshop:

1. Problems of the Elderly (Aging)

2. Prison System (In L.A. County, that translates to the County Jail System. Suggestions were
made that the study should include a look at public/private jails and overcrowding).

3. L.A. County Commissions and Committees (We have some positions, but no action has been

taken for years, if ever, and members are not aware of the County League’s involvement or past
study).

4. Election Procedures (Update).

5. Break-up of Los Angeles County (There are rumors of proposed changes which may bring this
subject to the forefront).

6. (Your League adds)

7. (Your League adds)

8. Or, NO NEW STUDY.

Please send any additional suggestions by September 30" to Lola Ungar, LWV/LAC

President, so that all local Leagues and all members can discuss these subjects
at their program planning meetings before the end of the year. Remember that
County League program is comprised of public policy issues chosen for study,
education and action by members. At the county level, the subject must pertain
to issues within the County of Los Angeles. Whatever your members are curious
about, we want to reflect their thinking. —K.D.
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NATURAL RESOURCES -by John D. Sullivan, Director

A New Sustainability Guidebook

We are all being encouraged to “act locally” as we attempt to make our lifestyles more
sustainable and reduce our effects on the environment. In an effort to promote such sustainable
thinking and action, The League of Women Voters of the Claremont Area has issued a “Sustainability
Guidebook for Claremont Residents.” The development of the guidebook was spearheaded by Katie
Gerecke and Sally Seven of the Claremont League. It was written by a number of local people, and
covers topics such as air quality, energy, water, trees, landscaping, renovation and green buildings.
The guidebook also introduces the reader to the notion of an “ecological footprint” and discusses
renovation of buildings and sustainability.

The focus of the guidebook is on providing information for people interested in being more
sustainable in their life styles and consumption patterns. While the guidebook was written for people in
Claremont, the ideas and resources discussed will be of use to people throughout L. A. County. You
can learn more about the guidebook by contacting Katie Gerecke of the Claremont Area League at
katieg@surfside.net.

You can also learn more about the ecological footprint and calculate your own footprint at
http://ecofoot.org. This exercise will allow you to identify factors in your lifestyle that contribute to your
footprint and will also provide information about ways you can reduce your individual footprint.

ELECTIONS A LA FRANCAISE by Sally Rivera, LWVC Whittier

International focus was aimed at France during the recent French national elections. The presidential elections were held
on April 22 and May 6, followed by the legislative elections on June 10 and 17. A second round is always held if no
candidate wins a simple majority in the first round. Visiting France during both cycles, | was able to witness the transition
process from close range. Although most of my electoral exposure, including visitation of numerous polling stations, was in
Paris, | also observed at a rural polling site in southeastern France for the first round of the legislative elections. As a
League member, frequent Los Angeles County poll worker and all-my-life adherent of civic engagement, | was almost
automatically analyzing the similarities and contrasts of the election process.

A striking contrast of the always-on-Sunday elections was the simplicity of the ballot: voters were asked to vote for only
one office. The April 22 election asked voters to choose one of 12 candidates for president. With a stunning turnout of
83.77 percent and no candidate winning a simple majority, the field was whittled to two candidates for the May 6 runoff:
Nicolas Sarkozy of the center-right Union pour un mouvement populaire (UMP) and Ségoléne Royal of the Parti socialiste
(PS). Royal was the first-ever woman to compete in the French presidential runoff. The runoff was marked by an even
greater turnout: 37,342,004 voters, representing 83.97 percent of those registered. Again the only item to be voted on
was the choosing of the president. With 53.06 percent of the vote, Nicolas Sarkozy became the sixth president of the Fifth
Republic. His inaugural was on May 16.

In addition to finding out about a multitude of elements that propelled the French elections process during my visit, |
answered questions about American elections and showed my November 7, 2006 General Election sample ballot to many
people. The French were uniformly struck by the ballot length (nine pages) and its complexity. They wondered how far in
advance of the election did the voter receive the ballot, how the voter obtained information to be an informed voter, the
amount of time that would be required to study the ballot, how many voters would even want to study the ballot, and the
length of time spent in the voting booth to complete the ballot. Almost everyone was bothered by our voting for or against
judges. League has long agonized about low voter turnout and the difficulties of becoming an informed voter. How many
voters do not vote because they do not understand the issues presented to them? At what point does the complexity of
the ballot undermine the democratic process? These are fundamental questions for the American electorate. These are
League issues.
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The Wy Stuff Tage Foundation
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Keynote Speaker: Michael Reagan
Featuring Celebrity Friends of America’s Children In Crisis

Celebrity Honoree: Antwone Fisher
October 20, 2007 7

The Air Force One
Pavilion

Ronald Reagan
Presidential Library*
Simi Valley, California

» Individual ticket prices: $130.00

» Great sponsorship epportunities!

. Special accommedartions are available
Jfor out-of-town guesis

For further information, or to make early

reservations,

contact the My Stuff Bags Foundation at . . .

866 3IMY-STUFF

*4 non-partisan event benefiting the My Stuff
Bags Foundation

for abused and neglected children in America

Your Voter Editor sez— “Did you know that your League can use
articles from this or other LWV VOTERS? You simply need to credit
the source.”

/0
)
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BE PREPARE

League of Women Voters of Los Angeles County

—

TRI-LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
BEACH CITIES - PALOS VERDES/SAN PEDRO - TORRANCE

ANNUAL KICKOFF BREAKFAST BUFFET

MEET
THE NEWLY APPOINTED
LA.CEO

(COUNTY EXECUTIVE OFFICER)

WILLIAM T. FUJIOKA

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2007
9:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.

MARIE CALLENDER’S 21211 Hawthorne Blvd.

(off Torrance Blvd.) Torrance, CA 90503 310/540-9696

Make check payable to: Tri-League (Deadline - Sept. 7, 2007)
Send to Peggy Bartlett (310) 545-1087

701 13th Street, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

Number of reservations 520.00 per person
Check enclosed for$__

Name(s) Phone
League

EARLY RESERVATIONS ADVISED

RETIREE HEALTH CARE BENEFITS

The Legislative Analyst's Office has launched a Web
site designed to provide information to policy
makers, media, and the public concerning
governmental retiree health care benefits, costs,
and unfunded liabilities.

The Web site address is
http://www.lao.ca.gov/retireehealth. The site will
feature noteworthy news articles, reports, and
commentaries from throughout California and
around the country concerning governmental
actions that affect retiree health benefits and
liabilities.

To subscribe to an LAO email list specifically related
to retiree health issues, send an email to
jason.dickerson@Iao.ca.gov (or click on
mailto:jason.dickerson@lao.ca.gov ). Please type
"Subscribe" in the subject line.
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Saturday, September 29, 2007
9:30AM-1PM

TAIX RESTAURANT

1911 W. Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90026

oCandi dat eGBRBOr un

A How-to and Practice Seminar for League Leaders

STARRING
Arline Ames, Bea AnteepMary Ellen Barnes, Pat Kromka, Dorothy Larson, Monica Marquez,
Sharon Mull eni x, Phyl I i s OM®heo®eargahne Thoméan; Kpp WhRes e g
and YOU!

Each league should plan to bring several new people to train to be part of your own
VOTER SERVICE TEAM.

Send form and check payable to LWV/LAC
Mail to LWV/LAC Treasurer, 427 E. Walnut Ave., Burbank 91501

League

Name(s)

Deadline is September 19, 2007.
LLatefeeis $30.0GfterSept.19th]
Reservations # @%$25.00 = Total Reservations $

Chicken Luncheon # Vegetarian Luncheon #

Luncheon w/o NUTS or other allergens (name them) #

NOTE: Carpooling recommended — Valet Parking is $2.50 per car.
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Lola Ungar, LWV/LAC President
3903 Bluff Street
Torrance, CA 90505

LWVC/LAC VOTER
SEPTEMBER 2007

An Inter-League Organization
Beach Cities m Claremont Area m East San Gabriel Valley
Glendale-Burbank m Long Beach Area m Los Angeles
Palos Verdes Peninsula m Pasadena Area m Santa Monica
Torrance m Whittier

The League of Women Voters of Los Angeles County in
both its values and practices affirms its belief and
commitment to diversity, pluralism and affirmative action.

The League of Women Voters welcomes new members,
both me and women, who are citizens of voting age.
Associate membership is open to all others.

SUBSCRIBE to the LWV/LAC VOTER

Send the information below to be notified of the latest
VOTER posted on our webdite/&tounty@msn.com

or for a hard copy subscription send $10 to LWV/LAC
Treasurer, 427 E. Walnut Avenue, Burbank, CA 91501.
Sign Up Today!!

Name

Address

City Zip

Local League

E-mail Address

Internet Election Resources

Smart Voter www.smartvoter.org
Statewide propositions fiical candidates & issues on your ballot, with extensive
Background materials and mediflioks LWV California Ed Fund
LA County Registrétecorder www.lavote.net
Election calendar, polling placepoaksentee voting info, multilingual voting materials,
Locations for Touchscreen early voting
Easy Voter Guide www.easyvoter.org
Concise facts on statewidpositions; Chinese, Korean, Spanish, Viethamese, and English
Secretary of State  www.ss.ca.gov
Official text of ballot measures
CA Legislative Analystwww.lao.cgaov
Analysis of all ballot measures
CA Voter Foundation www. calvoter.org
Data on campaign contributions to candidates and measures
CA Budget Project  www.cbp.org
Analyzes the fiscal effects of statbaliot measures

TheSEPTEMBERO07 VOTER is ready for viewing on our website.
http://www.lacilo.ca.lwvnet.org
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