LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY

ADOPTED PROGRAM AND POSITIONS IN BRIEF

POSITIONS (In brief) - Reviewed and Readopted, 2000

GOVERNMENT

COUNTY GOVERNMENT (Adopted 1976; amended 1978)

Support for a more efficient, responsive, representative, economical, visible and accountable county
government; separation of executive and legislative functions of the Board of Supervisors with an elected
Chief Executive and enlarged legislative body; a separate audit department. Support for certain changes in
the present procedures for establishing boards, commissions and committees. Any division of Los Angeles
County should be based on rational boundaries and provide social and economic equity; however, the
League does not favor division of or secession from the county. The League favors mandatory membership
in Southern California Association of Governments, but opposes direct election of SCAG officials. The
League supports the elimination of unincorporated areas.

LOS ANGELES COUNTY BUDGET (Adopted 1993)

Support for policies and processes that encourage meaningful public involvement before and during the
budget preparation and adoption process. Support for a strong leadership role by the Board of Supervisors
in setting budget priorities based--upon serving the public good, and including assessment of needs,
consideration of cost and program effectiveness and accurate, open and timely accounting and auditing
reports. Support for maximum and effective use of existing revenue sources; active pursuit of potential
sources of revenue; strong local control of underfunded, mandated programs and services; and guidelines to
follow when insufficient revenue forces cutbacks in the county budget.

ELECTION PROCEDURES (Adopted 1964; amended 1983; revised 1994)

Support of ease of registration including post card registration with simplified forms and greater availability,
with safeguards against fraud. Support of County Registrar of Voters providing continued and increased
voter education to encourage maximum informed voter participation. Support of easily understood analyses
of all ballot measures with printed summaries of the texts, and information about how copies of the full texts
may be obtained. Support of a voting system which meets the criteria of accuracy, efficiency, economy, and
voter encouragement. Support of an effective election commission charged with evaluating the operation,
recommending improvements and assessing the feasibility of new voting methods.

GRAND JURY (Adopted 1981)

Support of the Los Angeles County Grand Jury function as mandated by law in 1980 with the exception of
the function of the witness' counsel. Witness' counsel should be permitted to be present in the hearing room.
Support for adequate funding. Grand Jury members should represent a wide spectrum of the community.
Members should be well-trained and qualified for jury duty. Information about the functions and
recommendations of the Grand Jury should be given broad dissemination for greater public awareness.

NATURAL RESOURCES

AIR QUALITY (Adopted 1971; amended 1989)

Support of the governmental efforts to attain established ambient air quality standards in the Los Angeles
region, with emphasis on cooperation and coordination among all units of government; and measures to
encourage research and control of air pollution.

Positions in brief (cont'd)

LAND USE (Adopted 1974)
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Support for comprehensive regional planning; for planning which is responsive to the public; for acquisition
of additional permanent open spaces and for study and reform of tax policies to improve land use.

TRANSPORTATION (Adopted 1967, Amended 2002)

Support of the concept of transportation as a public service with equity and political accountability in its
provision; locally administered circulation areas responsible for adequate community and feeder systems; a
multi-county transit authority having the appropriate links among transit, land use and economic, social and
environmental concerns which is responsible for planning, operation and construction of an integrated rapid
transit system. Support of adequate transit financing, including highway user taxes, flexibility in the use of
funds and public subsidy for operating expenses.

WASTE MANAGEMENT (Adopted 1984, 1985)

Support for actions by local government to promote solid and hazardous waste reduction. Support for the
transfer of authority for siting solid waste management facilities from the local governmental level to a
county or regional level, and for incentives to communities for accepting a solid waste facility. Support for
the participation of the County in a regional agency with authority to site hazardous waste facilities. Support
for action and programs to protect public health and the environment from the effects of hazardous waste.
Support for adequate funding of solid and hazardous waste management programs by a combination of
sources. Support for the participation of local government as needed in the provision of waste management
services; such participation could range from providing information and encouragement to private industry
and/or acting as the provider of last resort.

POPULATION IMPACTS ON A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE (Adopted 1996)

Support for education of League members and the public about the rate of population growth and the social,
environmental and governmental impacts associated with a large and rapidly expanding population. Support
for population stabilization or reduction, moving as quickly as possible to a population size sustainable
indefinitely without significant damage to quality of life for present and future generations. Support for the
promotion and achievement of lifestyles and communities that can be sustained over the long term without
damage to the environment, including but not limited to conservation and recycling efforts to minimize the
costs of rising populations in terms of resource consumption, waste production, air and water quality, open
space, wetlands and other natural resources. Support for governmental and individual policy planning and
decision making that consider the carrying capacity of our region and our earth.

SOCIAL POLICY

CHILD CARE (Adopted 1987)

Support for adoption of a comprehensive child care policy which recognizes the importance of accessible,
affordable quality care for all children who need it; effectively administered with full and efficient use of all
available funds and incentives to encourage private sector participation and coordination. Support for
development of a model child care program for the children of Los Angeles County employees. Support of
County assistance in the expansion of Resource and Referral Agency services.

FOSTER CARE - CHILDREN'S SERVICES (Adopted 1998)

Support for a foster care system which considers the needs and feelings of the child to be primary; offers
supportive and preventive services to keep the natural family together when feasible; and provides a
nurturing home-like environment to enhance the growth and development of children in foster care.
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Positions in brief (cont'd,)

SOCIAL POLICY (cont'd)

FOSTER CARE - CHILDREN'S SERVICES (cont'd.)

Support for services to encourage reunification of the family or permanent placement as quickly as possible.
Support for assessment, placement, support services, counseling, education and training which enhance the
child's self-esteem and encourage rehabilitation and self-sufficiency in older dependent and delinquent
youth. Support for effective training of all personnel and care givers; enhanced recruitment of foster parents;
adequate and promptly paid stipends reflective of costs of care; reasonable caseloads; encouragement of and
cooperation with the private sector. Support for a Dependency Court which encourages long-term
assignments of judicial personnel who are qualified and sensitive to the needs and feelings of abused,
neglected and "at risk" children.

INCOME ASSISTANCE (Adopted 1972; amended 1980)

State government should bear full or most of the responsibility for funding General Relief and for matching
funds for income assistance programs. Eligibility requirements and regulations accorded AFDC families
headed by a single parent should be extended to two-parent families with a working or unemployed parent
and to General Relief applicants and recipients. The present program should be simplified into two systems;
a job and training program for those who are employable and a simple assistance program for the non-
employable.

JUVENILE JUSTICE (Adopted 1986)

Support for a system that places emphasis on early identification and prevention, adequate funding and
efficient use of resources for services to troubled children. Support for a system that emphasizes effective
rehabilitation of the offender, recognizes the importance of accountability of the offender and the family,
provides for punishment that is not only appropriate for the offense and the offender, but which also serves
the goals of rehabilitation and protection of the community. Support of .a county-wide system of services
to status offenders, including limited secure detention for runaways, strengthening efforts to decrease
truancy, voluntary probation and out-of-horlle placement, joint planning and coordination among public
agencies and the private sector for these services. Support of contracting for limited services, but not for
sovereign functions. Support for Dependency Court as a court of jurisdiction for status offenders requiring
court intervention. Support of in-depth training for all personnel within the system, manageable case loads,
availability of community placements in adequate numbers and adequate funding, and efficient use and
coordination of resources throughout the system.

MENTAL HEALTH CARE (Adopted 1989)

Support for an adequately funded mental health care system which provides comprehensive services to the
acutely, chronically and seriously mentally ill of all ages; maintains optimal mental health services for all
clients; places emphasis on meeting the needs of children; offers mental health services for the homeless;
seeks additional funds for preventive services; implements a master plan to integrate services; raises
awareness of critical unmet needs; and emphasizes case management.

SOCIAL SERVICES (Adopted 1972; amended 1980)

Support for continued and improved supportive services for all who need them, with the fees charged
according to ability to pay when this is appropriate and cost-effective for the service. Support for a system
of social services which prevents and remedies problems; which keeps families together, unless the interests
of the child would be better served in another way; which meets the needs of children and adults for
protection; which has adequate and accessible information and referral services; which has sufficient
personnel to deliver quality service; and which makes an effort to achieve good community relations.
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