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Convention Commentss Lola Ungar, President

May 1820

The 45" Annual Convention of the LWV/LAC was very exciting as there were 60 delegates with a total of almost
90 people in attendance. We were honored to have both Supervisor Don Knabe, 4™ District and Susan
Seamans, Mayor of Rolling Hills Estates, welcome us to the South Coast Botanic Garden on the Palos Verdes
Peninsula. The morning was balmy as Dr. Geraldine Knatz, Executive Director of the Port of Los Angeles,
gave a vibrant speech on the current situation and plans for the future of the Port, including green standards (her
highest priority), centennial celebration plans, port security, and a precedent setting 5-year plan to cut diesel
emissions in half in conjunction with the Port of Long Beach. She said that they are also considering the national
and international implications of their policies at the Port. Dr. Knatz answered questions from the audience and
was presented with a gift basket by Lois Ledger, Long Beach.

Nominating Committee Chair Lois Ledger moved election of the slate of nominees for county board for 2007-
2009 which was approved unanimously.

2" Vice President Margo Reeg (Whittier) 2-year term
Secretary Kay White (Torrance) 2-year term
Director Katherine Dunlap (Los Angeles) 2-year term
Director Nancy Mahr (Palos Verdes Peninsula) 2-year term
Director Jack Sullivan (Claremont Area) 2-year term
Director Mattie Grant (Los Angeles) 1-year term

We also unanimouslyr e moved the phrase fAof citizensd from our byl a
their annual meetings this year a s Thé purposes of LWV/LAC are to promote political responsibility through
informed and active participation ef¢itizens in government and to act on selected governmental issues.o

The members of the Judicial Independence Committee who were present were recognized: Chair Jean
Thomson, Chris Carson, Frances Talbott-White, Irma Cohen, Jan Nathanson, Lynn Lowrey, Monica
Marquez and Sondra Hauge (along with Lola Ungar and Gwen Cochran). Hilarity reigned as | presented the
surprised Jean Thomson with a ridiculous lobster hat and 2 First Class tickets to the San Pedro Lobster Festival
in September with the compliments of the Producer of the Lobsterfest, Jim Hall.

Special kudos are also in order for Co-Presidents Arlene Block and Judith Webb of LWV Palos Verdes
Peninsula who hosted this outstanding event with flowery centerpieces.
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Planning Ahead for the 2007-08 LWV/LAC Yearbook
-- Frances Talbott-White, LWV/LAC Vice President for Administration

Two years after redesigning our Yearbook for League year 2005-06, I'm looking for easier ways to
make revisions and updates while promoting closer communications between local Leagues and our
ILO throughout the year.

Local League Presidents will soon be receiving alphabetical lists of their respective board members as |
currently have them on file. | will ask everyone to focus on the name-and-address data ONLY at this
time. The easy way to do this will be to pass the list around at a board meeting and ask each person to
make any changes needed in their own data. Then fax or mail the hard copy to me. | will make
additions and corrections, and print an updated copy with blanks to be filled in after new officers and
directors are elected at each local League's Annual Meeting.

Since many Annual Meetings do not take place until mid June and most local Leagues don't meet in
August, it seems unrealistic and unnecessary to distribute new Yearbooks at our Summer League Day
(Popovers in Pasadena) in July. Instead, we will accept final input, along with orders for Yearbook
copies, through July. Copies will be mailed to local Leagues in August.

| welcome your questions or comments (talbwhite@yahoo.com or 310-397-4970).

NATURAL RESOURCES 1 Jane Turnbull, State League Energy Consultant

Jane says that she fhad heard about this concept from a PG&E staff person several weeks ago. It looks
as though Pacific Gas & Electric is serious. And, | am certain that other utilities will pick up on the
opportunity very soon.o

Utility studies energy storage in car batteries - Los Angeles Times
PG&E is considering a plan that would let fleets of electric vehicles use their excess power to recharge the grid
during periods of peak demand. From Reuters February 24, 2007

SAN FRANCISCO - California's biggest utility, Pacific Gas & Electric Co., is considering a plan to
charge fleets of battery-powered cars overnight with wind energy and let consumers sell back some of
the stored electricity during the day.

In addition to reducing oil consumption and greenhouse gas emissions from standard cars, the plan
could help stoke production of plug-in hybrid electric vehicles and give power managers more energy
capacity on the grid for hot summer afternoons, speakers said at a "clean technology" investment
conference in San Francisco this week.

The utility, a subsidiary of PG&E Corp., "could recharge car batteries through electric outlets during the
off-peak overnight hours and recharge the grid from the batteries during critical peak demand periods,"
said Hal LaFlash, Director of energy policy and planning.

More than 20 states have adopted measures that order electric utilities to add more renewable, cleaner
energies such as wind, solar, geothermal and biomass to their energy supplies.

In California, wind power is the biggest renewable energy source, providing more than 2,500
megawatts of electricity. About 4,600 megawatts of wind-generated electricity are projected to be
added to meet the state's goal for renewable supplies, LaFlash said.

Minneapolis-based Xcel Energy also is studying so-called smart-grid technologies and the idea of
recharging hybrid electric vehicles and feeding excess power back to the grid.
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A six-month study in Colorado found that electric cars may reduce the overall cost of owning a car and
with new grid technology may cut harmful vehicle emissions by as much as 50%.

More studies will include plug-in electric vehicle field tests and will examine management of battery
charging along with the availability of renewable energy, Xcel said.

However, the technology to allow car batteries to feed electricity back to the power grid is probably at
least five to six years away, Felix Kramer, founder of CalCars, said at the conference.

CalCars is a nonprofit group that has built about 20 plug-in vehicles since 2004 by outfitting the Toyota
Prius hybrid with new lithium-ion batteries.

Improving battery technologies to boost energy density at lower weight and cost is a hurdle, but
progress on lithium-ion battery packs could help develop a bigger market for plug-in cars, Kramer said.

Drivers also may have to downsize their vehicle choices. Some electric cars are likely to be small and
aimed at urban dwellers who do most of their motoring in or near cities.

Jan-Olaf Willums, chairman of Norway's THI!NK Electric Car Co., is betting that he will find a market in
Europe and the United States for his two-seater city car. The company previously had ties to Ford
Motor Co.

The Norwegian company raised $25 million in February and aims to double the funding amount by
May, Willums said. It expects to begin production in Norway in September, with marketing focused first
in Europe and then the U.S.

PG&E's LaFlash said smart-grid technologies such as high-tech meters that measure electricity use via
remote control and give customers timing and pricing options could help drivers charge their car
batteries at home and also get a credit on their bills for putting excess electricity back on the grid.
Utilities and grid managers would limit the amount of energy uploaded from car batteries, LaFlash said.
Metering and billing systems would be equipped

SOCIAL POLICY 1T MARY ELLEN BARNES, SocliAaL PoLicy DIRECTOR

State Budget
LAO Report Warns of $600M Deficit in SFY 2007 -08, Calls for Cuts Now

The Legi sl at i icee(LA@Nopihey that arsune®dedted dip in tax revenues, along with a

number of overly optimistic assumptions in Gov.

facing a | arge fiscal problem not refl ect wgkd then
Legislature to begin cutting programs now to keep California from plunging too far into the red.

Coming a week after State officials reported that quarterly tax receipts dropped in January, the LAO
report warned that the State will failtoreali ze about $2 billion in tax
on to balance the SFY 2007-08 budget. The LAO attributed the loss of tax revenue, the first major State
revenue decline in several years, to a drop in investment income and the downturn in the housing
market.

The LAO report urged legislators not to anticipate a rebound until 2008, and to start cutting
expenditures now.
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Legislative and Administration Response is Muted

Democratic | eaders in the Legi sl at ur sobedng,ilegislatods a t al
would have a better idea of how much they need to cut programs or raise taxes after tax filings are
computed in April. The Governor has expressed his opposition to raising any taxes.

Administration spokespersons said that the revenue dip may have been an anomaly and they have yet
to see convincing evidence of an economic slowdown. The Administration remains optimistic that the
Governorodds budget wil |l -bilienswgus.Cal i fornia with a $2.1

The LAO, however, projected that the Gover nor 6 s budget would wipe out th
California with a $726 million shortfall.

LAO War ns Go v earetfrropogalsCoutiedddlta Deficit

While referring to the Governorods healt hacasioasopr op o s
healthcare in California, o the LAO warned that the
highlighted fAa number of fiscal risks and uncertain

LAO Calls for Immediate Cuts in K-12 Education Spending

By way of remedies, the LAO recommended that the Legislature cut K-12 education spending by $609
million in the current budget year, explaining it is unlikely that schools will be able to spend the money
by the end of the fiscal year.

The LAO also advised against some major reductions proposed by the Governor, including the
Administration plan to remove cash assistance intended for the 70,000 children whose parents receive

Cal WORKS benefits but fail to meet t hemnendedgnsteathé s wo
that caseworkers meet with parents to try to get them back into the program and reduce i but not

eliminate i cash assistance for children whose parents are supposed to work but fail to do so.

The LAO also criticized as too steep the Admini st rati onds proposal for a 7%
University of California system and a 10% increase at California State University campuses, and
recommended an increase of 2.4% as more appropriate.

LAO Critical of DMH Accounting but Silent on Recommendations

The LAO offered no opinions on childrends ment al h
budget proposal includes an additional $303 million for prior and current year deficiencies.

firhe administration attributes the prior-year deficiencies to a combinationof 6 mi sest i mati ngo «
claims and different accounting methodologies employed by DMH and the Department of Health
Services in conjunction with a technical fund shift that occurred in 2006-07.

AThe admini st r het durcent-year tdéficiendy ot $6& million to greater-than-anticipated
caseload growth. The administration has indicated that it will seek funding for these deficiencies in a
suppl ement al appropriations bill .o

Parent heti cal-¢ gt i ravtHi6 ansitinrfems dccraalrt@acash accounting methodologies
for EPSDT have a direct relationship to the probl en
getting reimbursed by their counties who, in turn, are not getting paid by the state.

Stating that, AfThe passage of more than two fiscal year s
with the EPSDT estimating methodology was identified indicates lax fiscal administration of this
program, 0 the LAO nonethel ess wit hideBclenty fanding reqgquest o mme r
and the budget-year request for EPSDT funding.

ASFA Deficiencies Will Lead to Penalties

I n Child Welfare, the LAO notes that the state has
Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA) outcome measures and is now passing in four of seven
outcome areas, while continuing to fail in the remaining three. The LAO estimates that the state will be
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penalized $25.8 million by the federal government for its failure to achieve passing scores on all seven
outcome measures.

Mitigation of IV-E Waiver Risks Urged

The LAO notes t hat-E Waivériddmonstratiom f@ragject iniLaslArgelds ¥nd Alameda
Counties permits the use of federal foster care funds for preventive and in-home intervention services
that could reduce the utilization of foster care, the most expensive intervention in cases of child abuse
and neglect.

AfAs a result, o6 according to the LAO, i f the wai ver
placement it will result in savings which the participating counties may re-invest in a broader variety of
services for children. o

But, because the waiver shifts funding from an open ended entitlement to a capped allocation, it could
pose a financial risk to participating counties, the LAO correctly noted. The LAO also pointed out that
the Department of Social Services (CDSS) has placed the liability for all costs that exceed the federal
cap on the counties.

By shifting all risk to the counties and to the extent that capped funding creates an incentive to reduce
caseload, there is a risk, the LAO stated, that a participating county could favor the use of other
interventions instead of removal from the home when removal might be the most appropriate alternative
to prevent further abuse or neglect.

To mitigate the twin risks of foster care expenses exceeding revenue and inappropriate interventions to
save foster care costs, the LAO recommended CDSS hold in reserve the 2% annual federal increase
for use as a reserve and noted that the LAO will monitor the performance of both counties for any
Aisignificant changeso related to their use of foste

Information

The entire LAO report is available at this link.

&

Assembly Select Committee on Foster Care Has 35 Bills on Agenda and 4 Hearings Scheduled

Legislature

The Assembly Select Committee on Foster Care, Chaired by Karen Bass (D-Los Angeles) and
Co-chaired by Bill Maze (R-Visalia), has 35 bills on its legislative agenda for 2007 and will hold
at least four hearings this spring on issues related to foster care.

Foster Care Bills Authored by Members of Select Committee

The Select Committee has identified 35 bills related to foster care, foster children and youth
that it is supporting this legislative session. Each bill, its number, author, provisions, summary
and status are listed below.

Three bills, AB 497 (Portantino), AB 1453 (Soto), and SB 785 (Steinberg) are sponsored by
the California Alliance.

Bill Author Provisions Summary Status
- Passed ASM.
'1\281 Maze Enterprise Zone Tax \é\ﬁzlrd ﬁgg ;gf]t:;'gguctreg?ta group eligible for Jobs, Set Rev &
Credit: foster youth. P : Tax , 4/23/07
AB Bass Expanding Searches for Would require the California Department of Social Referred to ASM
149 Relatives Services (DSS) in conjunction with stakeholders to Committee on
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Bill Author Provisions Summary Status
draft guidelines outlining best practices in the use Human Services.
of advanced technology to assist counties in
identifying all relatives, non-relatives and extended
members at the earliest possible moment for the
foster child.

_—— Would require the Department of Social Services Referred to ASM
A Bass HIPPY I?”Ot‘ Access to Early (DSS) to create an early educational pilot project Committee on
172 Education. - -
for foster parents and foster children. Human Services.
Would allow foster youth adopted at age 14 or older
AB Independent Living or in the care of a non relative guardianship Referrgd to ASM
Bass - . - Committee on
184 Program (ILP) Parity placement to be eligible for Independent Living -
- Human Services.
Program (ILP) Services.
Caseload/Workload Would implement the recommendations of the SB
Allocation. Re-introduction | 2030 Task Force to reduce child welfare workload Referred to ASM
AB of AB 2193 (to establish through a phased-in approach. Starting in 2007-08, -
Bass . . . Committee on
190 minimum caseload the budgeting standard would incrementally change Human Services
standards for Child Welfare | and be fully implemented by the end of 2011-12 ’
Services) fiscal year.
Double referred
AB Jones Public Health: foster Would require annual health and semi-annual dental | to Committee
273 children. assessments for foster youth. on Health and
Human Services.
Would strengthen the role of caregivers in court
AB Foster Family Home proceedings by d_eflnlng de-facto parents status; Not yet
Soto . . and allows caregiver to have access to court
277 Licensing A referred.
documents pertaining to
plan.
. . . Set in ASM
B | yge | FosterCue e | WOUSTSOe et elate canober camotve | suiiay
298 placement. Ir)elatives care P Committee for
) March 27, 2007
Would increase by 5% the rate paid to foster
AB Foster Care: Rates and parents for supports related to caring for a foster Referr_ed to ASM
Beall . child and creates a foster and adoptive parent Committee on
324 Retention . . -
recruitment and retention program to support local | Human Services.
services needed by foster and adoptive parents.
Would establish a pilot program in five counties
that will streamline the process for licensing and
. - . . - Referred to ASM
AB Hancock Foster Care /Family approving relatives, foster and adoptive families. Committee on
340 Assessment Pilot Project This pilot would help connect foster children with -
i . Human Services.
families who are prepared and able to provide
supportive and nurturing homes for them.
AB Would require CASA volunteers and program staff to | Referred to ASM
Solorio Child Abuse Reporting be screened through an extensive background check | Committee on
399 - : .
process before working with foster youth. Public Safety.
Woul d amend the derfd nirndae
AB Proverty Taxes: inter-familial tax exemption of Prop 13 to include Referred to
Ma perty L foster children. The bill will also require that Com. On Rev &
402 Assessment Fairness .
managers of cooperative developments report sales | Tax
of units to county assessors.
States the Legislaturefs
emotionally challenged youth are in appropriate
AB educational settings and nonpublic schools providing Not vet
Portantino Foster care: education educational services are fully reimbursed. It is also y
497 ~ . : referred.
the author&6s i nt enssuestfas a
districts serving a disproportionately high number of
foster youth.
Would require that dependent youth, who have
crossed over to the juvenile justice system, to
AB Dependent Youth Parity in receive case management services that they are Referr_ed to ASM
Bass . e - Committee on
638 Foster Services eligible to receive as a ward of the court such as

permanent planning, Independent Living Program,
Chaffee grant, etc.

Human Services.
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Bill Author Provisions Summary Status
AB Beall Civil Service Preference: Would establish a state civil service hiring Not yet
671 foster youth. preference for foster youth. referred.
Would require the Child Welfare Council to develop
a stgteW|de_ vision, strateg|e§ anq program goals, to Referred to ASM
AB . . . achieve a significant reduction in the )
Beall Disproportionality - . . . Committee on
672 disproportionate representation of children of color -
: . - Human Services.
in foster care systems and requires the preparation
of a work plan to address disproportionality.
AB Maze/Bass Emancipating Youth: Would change the age of Emancipation of Foster Not yet
713 financial support. Care Youth from 18 to 22 years of age. referred.
AB Maze Adoption: release of Information regarding foster care youth who have Not yet
714 information previously been adopted. referred.
Would add technical changes to statute to allow for
. . the increased funding the Administration and Referred to ASM
AB Bass/Maze/ | Transitional Housing . - .
845 Runner Program Expansion Leglsl_ature has aI_Iocated toward expanding the Committee on
Transitional Housing Placement Program (THP and Human Services.
THP-Plus) to interested counties.
AB Would provide services/resources to early childhood | Not yet
1217 Runner Foster Care. (0-5) children in the child welfare system. referred.
. S Would require the Dept. of Social Service to
A Evans Psychotropic Medication: maintain information and monitor the use of Not yet
1330 Foster Youth. - L - referred.
psychotropic medication prescribed to foster youth.
Would require counties to screen and outline
AB Evans Foster youth: federal procedures for foster youth to determine whether Not yet
1331 benefits. the youth is eligible for federal social security or referred.
SSI/SSP benefits.
AB Would make new requirements and procedures on Not vet
Evans Adoptions. adoptions, as well as extend foster care benefits in y
1332 . referred.
specific cases.
Would authorize current members of legislature to
AB Maze Juvenile case files inspect juvenile case files that pertain to a Not yet
1405 ’ deceased child who was within the jurisdiction of referred.
the juvenile court.
Would ensure interested counties have authority
necessary to enter into agreements with private
AB Residentially-based non_proflt agencies to_test a_ltgrnatlve program Referr_ed to
Soto - designs for transforming existing foster care group Committee on
1453 Services - - . -
homes into programs for residentially-based Human Services
services in order to achieve better outcomes for
youth in group home care.
AB Maze / Juveniles: psychotropic Would_ extend ovgr_5|ght provisions toa W{:\rd of the Not yet
. L court in the administration of psychotropic
1514 | Niello medications o referred.
medication.
Would authorize the juvenile court, at any hearing
to terminate jurisdiction over a ward of the court
AB Beall Dependency Court: who is 18 years of age or older, to order the Not yet
1547 emancipation. probation officer to ensure that the ward is present | referred.
in court and to submit a report verifying that
certain important and vital information.
Would ensure that California foster youth receive
AB Leno Foster Youth Higher the academic preparation, financial assistance and Not yet
1578 Education the campus-based support services they need to referred.
access and succeed in higher education.
Would align state statute with federal law so that
AB social workers can be co Not vet
Brownley Information Sharing under HIPAA which would facilitate sharing of y
1687 - - - . referred.
information to facilitate medical and mental health
treatment of children and youth in foster care.
SB - Foster youth: release of WOUId pr_ovnde mcrea_sed public access to Not yet
Migden - . information surrounding the deaths and near deaths
39 information. - . referred.
of children within the foster care system.
SB Miaden Transition Guardianship Would establish a Transition Guardianship Program, | Referred to SEN
348 9 Program which will offer former foster youth tuition money, Committee on

League of Women Voters of Los Angeles County

April 2007

Page 8




Bill Author Provisions Summary Status

housing vouchers, and a mentor of their choice to Judiciary.
dispense the money and report their progress to the
state, until the youth reaches the age of 24 or is
prepared to launch themselves.

SB Steinber Foster Children Mental Would ensure mental health service delivery for Not yet

785 g Health Services out-of-county foster and adoptive children. referred.

B Would establish a process to purge foster youth Not vet
Steinberg CACI: foster youth. from the Child Abuse Central Index upon their 18th y

1022 . referred.

birthday.

AB Enterprise Zone Tax Would add foster youth as a group eligible for Passed ASM.
Maze L . . Jobs, Set Rev &

121 Credit: foster youth. Enterprise Zone Tax Credit. Tax . 4/23/07

Would require the California Department of Social
Services (DSS) in conjunction with stakeholders to
draft guidelines outlining best practices in the use Referred to ASM

AB Bass Expar?dlng Searches for of advanced technology to assist counties in Committee on
149 Relatives - i - . .
identifying all relatives, non-relatives and extended | Human Services.
members at the earliest possible moment for the
foster child.

o Would require the Department of Social Services Referred to ASM
i~ Bass HIPPY P”Ot' Access to Early (DSS) to create an early educational pilot project Committee on
172 Education. - -

for foster parents and foster children. Human Services.

Committee Anticipates Holding 4 Legislative Hearings

The Select Committee also anticipates holding at least four hearings focusing on its accomplishments
last year, foster care legislation budget items, interaction between social workers and families with the
courtswith- r espects to the statebs child welfare system,

Health Cared Sheila Hoff, Director
ORGANIZATIONAL LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR SB 840 NEEDED URGENTLY

SB 840 and SB 1014 (the finance companion bill) will be heard in the Senate Health Committee
on April 18, 2007 at 1:30 pm sharp. Everyone is welcome to attend and show your support.

Last year, SB 840 was endorsed by nearly 500 organizations and thousands of individuals, leading to
the bills historic passage in the California Legislature. All endorsements must be renewed.

You can find a sample support letter for individuals and organizations on our website at
www.sen.ca.gov/kuehl. Click on the SB 840 icon on the left side and then click on SB 840 Supporters
and scroll down to the bottom of the page to find sample support letters.

Organizations i as per the sample letter, send letters of support to the Senate Health Committee first;
secondly send copies to members of the health committee.

You can find the members of the Senate health committee at
http://www.senate.ca.gov/ftp/sen/committee/STANDING/HEALTH/ homel/PROFILE.HTM

Individuals i send letters of support to YOUR legislator first, and if desired secondly to members of the
health committee.
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Sacramento Bee Editorial: Coverage for all
Sunday, March 25, 2007

The state regulator of HMOs has fined one of the largest, Blue Cross, $1 million for canceling health policies of
enrollees who, among other things, got pregnant. Cancellations like these weren't isolated, according to the
California Department of Managed Health Care. Rather, they were systematic, right down to a computer program
that scours the system for enrollees seeking certain kinds of care.

Blue Cross denies wrongdoing. That's fine. There is a larger lesson here: This health insurance market, the one
for individuals or families who don't automatically get covered through their jobs, is sick. Insurers try to avoid
covering people who need care. And many Californians avoid getting insurance until it is in their financial interest
to do so. It's a game, and the game must end somehow. That can only happen by blowing up the individual health
insurance market that exists today and replacing it with something that makes more sense. And that can only
happen with the California Legislature and Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger.

There are two basic choices here when it comes to health insurance. One is to get rid of private health insurance
altogether and replace it with a program in which the government directly pays doctors and hospitals to provide
care. That's known as single-payer. It is championed by some Democrats, but opposed by the governor. Single-
payer isn't a likely short-term compromise, but the more we look at this mess, single-payer seems to be an
increasingly likely long-term solution because of the many ills of the private insurance market.

The second choice is to fix the insurance market. How? Bottom line: It means that health insurers such as Blue
Cross have to cover all who apply, even those who are eight months pregnant. On the flipside, everyone -- or just
about everyone -- has to have insurance. It can be through his or her company. It can be through a government-
sponsored program. What is important is to throw everyone into the pool. Insurance, when it works, is all about
spreading risks.

Either the governor and the Legislature somehow create thispoolor t hey donodt . All of the
would impose various mandates i either on employers, on individuals Californians or in some combination. And

any solution will require money. Why? If the state were to require everyone to have coverage and require

insurance companies to cover anyone who signs up, that would include many low-i ncome Cal i forni ans
have insurance today. Those Californians candét be expec
equation, only to wander later into emergency rooms and expect care.

In any sane health care system, getting pregnant should never be a cause to lose health care.

NREL Ranks Leading Utility Green Power Programs

Prlcmg programs give consumers clean power choices i Gary Schmitz, NREL

Tuesday, April 03, 2007
The U.S. Depart ment of Ener gy 6s (dbdeio)y (NRBL) foday melease® #gsn e wa b |
annual ranking of leading utility green power programs. Under these voluntary programs, consumers can choose
to help support additional electricity production from renewable resources such as solar and wind. More than 600
utilities across the United States offer these programs. Using information provided by utilities, NREL develops
ATop 100 r an kprograms in ohé following Icdtegoyies: total sales of renewable energy to program
participants, total number of customer participants, customer participation rate and the lowest price premium
charged for a green pricing service using new renewable resources. Ranked by renewable energy sales, the
green power program of Austin (Texas) Energy is first in the nation, followed by Portland General Electric, Florida
Power & Light, PacifiCorp and Xcel Energy. (To view charts of utility rankings, visit Top Ten Utility Green Power
Programs <http://www.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/resources/tables/topten.shtmli> ).

Ranked by customer participation rates, the top utilities are City of Palo Alto (Calif.) Utilities, Lenox (lowa)
Municipal Utilities, Montezuma (lowa) Municipal Light & Power, Portland General Electric, and Sacramento
Municipal Utility District. (See attached tables for additional rankings). A Ut i | ity gr e ennuptoshew sal e
strong growth across the country, o said Lori Bird, senio
| e adeCustomer choice programs are proving to be a powerful stimulus for growth in renewable energy
supply. In 2006, total utility green power sales exceeded 3.5 billion kilowatt-hours (kWh), about a 30% increase
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over 2005. More than 500,000 customers are participating in utility programs nationwide, up more than 10% from
2005.

Utility green pricing programs are one segment of a larger green power marketing industry that counts Fortune
500 companies, government agencies and colleges and universities among its customers, and helps support
more than 2,500 MW of renewable electricity generation capacity. NREL analysts attribute the success of many
programs to persistence in marketing and creative marketing strategies, including in some cases, utility
partnerships with independent green power marketers. In addition, the rate premium that customers pay for

green power contin u e s to drop. AHIi gher prices for conventional
environment al concerns, are focusing greater attention
principal analyst. NREL performs analyses of green power market trends and is funded b

Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy. NREL is the U.S. Department of Energy's primary national laboratory
for renewable energy and energy efficiency research and development. NREL is operated for DOE by Midwest
Research Institute and Battelle.

Media may contact: Gary Schmitz, 303-275-4050

gary_schmitz@nrel.gov NREL news releases are also available via an RSS Feed
<http://www.nrel.gov/news/press/rss.html> . <http://www.nrel.gov/news/press/rss/rss.xml> NR-0807

Homelessness Update: Mary Ellen Barnes, Social Policy Director

RAND Presents New Research on Ending Homelessness: "Don't pour more money into shelters, but go
straight to permanent housing: that is the fix for chronic homelessness.” That was the New York deputy mayor's
advice to Los Angeles. RAND urged a massive push toward what they called "permanent supportive housing"
T meaning subsidized, permanent housing coupled with support services (health, employment, counseling and
the like). The thinking seems to be that it's tough to find a job when you're sleeping in a shelter and all day

carrying around a backpack/suitcase/bedroll that screams, "Homeless." Thi s " Housing Firsto mod
of choice produced by the rethinking process.

A difficulty that separates Los Angeles from many other cities is the division of government responsibilities here,
between the County and the 88 cities within the county. It is the City of Los Angeles, for example, that is
responsible for housing in its jurisdiction, while it is the County that is responsible for health care and other
services. If the City spends more to promote Housing First, it is the County that will save on the cost of services.
Saddled with most of the expense and none of the savings, would seem to discourage the city of Los Angeles
from making an all-out effort to end homelessness.

Hope Gardens Family Center: On over 70-acres of land next to the National Forest, Hope Gardens Family
Center (a Union Rescue Mission project) is a supportive housing facility where 225 abandoned women and
children will get away from the streets of Skid Row. This project faces an uphill battle. According to the Union
Rescue Missionds webrees witk HopeNCardensag & solytiomtewomen and children on Skid
Row. A small number of residents, three to four miles away from Hope Gardens, have overwhelmed County
Supervi sor Afice with emailsamd&alls of opposition to the plan and the presence of homeless
children in Atheiro neighborhood. 0

To lend your support for this project-c onsi der becoming a fAFriend of Hope. 0o A
office of Supervisor Michael Antonovich and very politely and positively express their support for Hope Gardens
Family Center.

To take action right now, go to: www.helphopegardens.org . There is a form letter of support at that website that
can be customized and emailed from the website or printed and mailed.

SOCIAL POLICY GLOSSARY -- BEYOND NIMBY
NIMBY 7 Not in My Back Yard
BANANA i Build Absolutely Nothing Anywhere Near Anybody
NOPE T Not On Planet Earth
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Judicial Independence Forum 1 Chris Carson, LWVC Government Director

ON JANUARY 27TH, LWV Los Angeles, together with the LA County ILO, Beach Cities,

Glendale/Burbank, Pasadena Area, Torrance, and the Beverly Hills Bar Association, put on a forum

enti tl ed nAdleudeincdieanlce: Why You Should Care! o at Loyol
signed up for this very successful program.

Judici al branch foundation of #Arule of | awo

I n the morning there was a panel of j udagsemsdJwicid atto
Pressures. o A key concept discussed here was that
of the Arule of |l awd within our republican form of

government system. Also, there was discussion of diversity (and the appearance of diversity) in the
judicial ranks as an important part of the acceptance of the role of the judiciary by the population at
large. Because the executive branch makes the appointments to the bench, the fact that the executive
branch has largely been controlled by only one party for several decades has somewhat skewed the
selection process. Also, it was noted that the legal profession, from which judges are selected, is not as
diverse as the population, with the

Hispanic population being most underrepresented in the legal profession.

Some judges subject to Aretentiond elections

In recent years the judiciary has come under attack from various partisan and ideological groups, both
nationally and locally. Termss uch as fiactivist judgeodo or #Ajudicial
judges as being out of control; better terms might
judges are appointed for life, so controversy only arises at the time of their appointment. California

Supreme Court and Appell ate Court justices are subj

voters may vote yes or no as to their continuation in office, but no one is running against them for that
office. California Superior Court judges are also subject to periodic election, and others may run against
them for the particular judgeship. It was noted that a

Superior Court judge in Los Angeles County may have to raise up to $250,000 for an election
campaign. Judges and justices have been turned out of office because of public anger at decisions they
have made, decisions in which they had no real discretion but to follow rules established by higher
courts.

Some panelists leaned toward having all state justices and judges appointed for life like their Federal
brethren. Ot hers, indicating they didndot think thi
judicial elections to fAretentiond elections so that
the panelists indicated the vital importance of educating the general public as to the functioning of the

judicial branch and its central role in maintaining our republican form of government.

The Forum received a grant from LWV Education Fund

This forum was made possible by a major grant from the League of Women Voters Education Fund
(LWVEF) and with funding from the Constitutional and Legal Policy Program of the Open Society
Institute (OSI) as part of Safeguarding U.S. Democracy a three-year program to coordinate different
activities in this complex and critical issue. This project is undertaking a largescale public education
effort to increase citizen understanding of the i mp
powers and check and balances provided for by the U.S. Constitution. The activities will move beyond
providing information to citizens about judicial candidates and how they are selected, to cover a range
of topics that include the role that judges

play in interpreting the law; the rights of citizens that are jeopardized by a weakened judiciary system;
the differences between the roles played by state and federal courts; and the role of the U.S. Supreme
Court. By encouraging a large number of Leagues to participate, the League aims

to expand the number of citizens touched by these programs and expand the impact beyond that of its
previous educational efforts.
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League Aims to Close Gap Between Voters, Government

-- Jean Chemnick from The Politico, a D.C. political news site.
March 14, 2007 05:44 PM EST

In honor of Women's History Month, The Politico's Jean Chemnick
interviewed Nancy Tate, executive director of the League of
Women Voters. The nonpartisan group, created in 1920, has
more than 150,000 members and supporters in the United States,
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands and Hong Kong. Some of the main
issues for the League today are lobbying and campaign finance
reform, election administration and getting residents of the District
of Columbia the right to vote.

Q: So you started out as a women's organization, and now
you seem to be more involved in good government issues.
How would you characterize the league today?

A: As a citizens' organization. We try to bring the voters, in
general, closer to the government and the government closer to them.

Q: Is that an extension of your original mission?

A: Absolutely. In 1920, women had not voted before and were not informed on issues, and the goal
was to educate them. But about 30 years later, we began to realize that men were not too educated
either, and we opened our membership to men.

Q: What are the most pressing issues your organization is taking on today?

A: Most relate to improving the election system. Problems with the system were exposed in 2000
having to do with the administration of elections. Election administration has never been perfect, but
2000 showed that it is getting farther from perfect and creating unequal representation.

We are also engaged in campaign finance reform. We are part of the group that is asking current
presidential candidates to commit to taking public money in the general election if their opponent also
does. One of the major problems with campaign financing as it is now is that it has not been revised to
keep up with how much a candidate has to raise in order to run for president. If a candidate takes public
funds, he or she is handicapped because the opponent can raise more money. We propose raising the
ceiling for how much a candidate can spend and how much an individual donor can give. A candidate
has to raise much more than the ceiling allows to be competitive.

Q: Is this Congress better on your issues than the last one was?

A: We are a nonpartisan organization, but we do lobby. We are a progressive organization, and we do
think that some of our issues will have more of a hearing in this Congress. For example, we started
working on lobbying reform last year, right after the Abramoff scandal was made known. We were
working with the Republican House, and then the legislation got stalled. The current majority is making
the issue a priority. Their proposals seem to be more compatible with what we'd like to see happen.

Q: Are there certain members who are particular allies?

A: On campaign finance reform, Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) has been very active, as have Reps.
Christopher Shays (R-Conn.) and Marty Meehan (D-Mass.). We collaborated with Sen. Christopher
Dodd (D-Conn.) on the Help America Vote Act -- and unfortunately Bob Ney (R-Ohio), who is no longer
with us, being in jail. For some reason, voting was very important to him.

On election administration reform, Rep. Rush Holt (D-N.J.) and Sens. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) and Hillary
Clinton (D-N.Y.) have all introduced bills. Holt's and Clinton's bills would require that electronic voting
machines have a paper trail. Obama's would provide greater protection from deception before
elections. Before this past election, there were examples in Maryland and Virginia of telling voters that
certain people are from the opposite party, be sure not to vote for them. Or saying the election is on a
different day. His bill would provide more punishments and disincentives for that kind of behavior.

Q: Who is stickier on your issues?

A: Even if there are people who we haven't worked well with, politics makes strange bedfellows. We try
not to burn any bridges with anybody.

-
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Lola Ungar, LWV/LAC President
3903 Bluff Street
Torrance, CA 90505

LWVC/LAC VOTER
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An Inter-League Organization
Beach Cities y Beverly Hills y" Claremont Area
Downey and Southeast Area y East San Gabriel Valley
Glendale-Burbank y" Long Beach Area y Los Angeles
Palos Verdes Peninsula y Pasadena Area y Santa Monica
Torrance Yy Whittier

The League of Women Voffek®s Angeles County in
both its values and practices affirms its belief and
commitment to diversity, pluralism and affirmative action.

The League of Women Voters welcomes new members,
both men and women, who are citizens of voting age.
Associate meetiship is open to all others.

SUBSCRIBE to the LWV/LAC VOTER

Send the information below to be notified of the latest
VOTER posted on our webdite/@icounty@msn.com

or for a hard copy subscription seni $1@V/LAC
Treasurer, 427 E. Walnut Avenue, Burbank, CA 91501.
Sign Up Today!!

Name

Address

City Zip

Local League

E-mail Address

Internet Election Resources

Smart Voter www.smartvoter.org
Statewide propositions plus local candidates & issues on your ballot, with extensive
Background materials and mediflioks LWV California Ed Fund
LA County Registrétecorder www.lavote.net
Election calendar, polling placepoaksentee voting info, multilingual voting materials,
Locaions for Touchscreen early voting
Easy Voter Guide www.easyvoter.org
Concise facts on statewide propositions; Chinese, Korean, Spanish, Viethamese, and English
Secretary of State  www.Ss.ca.gov
Official text of ballot measures
CA Legislative Analystwww.lao.cgov
Analysis of all ballot measures
CA Voter Foundation www. calvoter.org
Data on campaign dbntions to candidates and measures
CA Budget Project  www.cbp.org
Analyzes the fiscal effects of statewide ballot measures

TheAPRI2007 VOTER is ready for viewing on our website.

http://www.lacda.lwvnet.org
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