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Convention and Leader’s Council ╼ Lola Ungar, President  
 

The Rally in the Valley 

LWV Bakersfield members welcomed us warmly at the “Rally in the Valley” convention at the 
Doubletree Hotel, Bakersfield on May 18, 2007. 

 

This LWVC Convention seemed to be the least contentious that I have experienced.  We adopted the 
League Program for 2007-2009; elected a new president and officers; Adopted the LWVC Budget for 
2007-2008, and voted on proposed bylaws in keeping with the LWVUS changes. 
 

Local Leaguer Leads LWVC 
A terrific highlight was when LWV Beach Cities and others sang a song of welcome to 
new LWVC President Janis Hirohama (Beach Cities), the first woman of color to lead 
the LWVC. Other LWV/LAC members newly elected and continuing LWVC officers are 
Secretary, Wendy Phillips (Beach Cities); Educational Activities, Lois Ledger 
(Long Beach Area); Government, Chris Carson (Glendale/Burbank); Social Policy, 
Julie Rajan (Palos Verdes Peninsula Area); and Nominating Committee Member, 
Sharon Mullenix (Pasadena Area). 

 

Leader’s Council  
 

Soon I’ll be off and away to Washington, DC for the National Leader’s Council June 8-11.  After 
reviewing the schedule, it appears to be another whirlwind weekend.  I’ll tell you about it next time. 

 

I’ll have a short respite when I return to prepare for our annual Retreat at the Mary & Joseph Retreat, 
Palos Verdes Peninsula.  Local League Presidents are welcome to join us for these meetings to take 
place from 10:30 AM on Tuesday, June 19, 2007 and 9:30 AM to noon on Wednesday, June 20, 2007.  

If you need more info about joining us, let me know. LMU 

 

 
 

 

 CALENDAR 

June 8-11 LWVUS Council, Washington, DC 

June 19-20 LWV/LAC Retreat 

Sat., July 21 
Popovers in Pasadena — Another American Immigration 
Revolution? Women’s City Club, Pasadena, 9:30 to 2 PM 

Sat., Sept. 29  Taix Restaurant, LA, Candidate Forums 101, 9:30 to 1 PM 
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2007 Annual  Summer League Day                                   
POPOVERS IN PASADENA 

 
Professor Emeritus CSU San Bernardino  

        Dr. Elliott Barkan  

òAmerican Immigration ñ   
Another Revolution or Political Ploy?ó  

 

 

Womenôs City Club 
160 North Oakland, Pasadena  

Parking in rear of f  Madison,  
1-1/2 blocks north of  Colorado Blvd.  

Saturday, July 21, 2007  
9:30 AM to 2 PM  

 

" - - - - - - -  -  -  -  -  - - - - - - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - - -  

Please Note: Send form and check payable to LWV/LAC ð c/o Georganne Thomsen, 

1259 Winchester Ave., Glendale,  CA  91201 (818-244-5304) 
because our Treasurer will be on vacation. 

League Name________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name(s) 

 

 

Deadline is July 11, 2007 
Reservations #           @$25.00       Total Reservations #_________________ 

 
If Postmarked After July 11

th
  

Reservations #           @$30.00       Total Reservations #_________________  

 
Chicken Luncheon #________________          Vegetarian Luncheon #_______________________ 

 
Luncheon W/O NUTS or other allergens (please name) #_________________________________ 

 

               ÎÎÎ 
 
SIGN UP FOR A MORNING WORKSHOP 

 
ÎFor Pres idents  #___________   ÎImmigrat ion Study Coal i t ion #_____________  

 
ÎSecrets  of  Doing a Local  Study & Writ ing the Study Quest ions #_____________  

 
WORKSHOPS  

 

ÎFor Presidents  
 

ÎImmigrat ion Study Coal i t ion  
 

ÎSecrets of  Doing a Local  Study 
& Wri t ing the Study Questions  

 

ÎÎÎ 
 

A un ique  oppor tun i ty  to  become acqua in ted 
w i th  o the r  Loca l  League  members 

a t  ou r  t rad i t iona l  luncheon 
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NATURAL RESOURCES – Jack Sullivan, Director 

LNG: CALIFORNIA LANDS COMMISSION VOTES AGAINST 
OFFSHO RE TERMINAL  

UPDATE ï This project was also vetoed by the Governor .  

The California Lands Commission voted 

against a proposal to build  a liquefied natural 

gas terminal off the coast of Southern 

California.  

 

In a 2 -1 decision, the commission voted to 

deny Au stralia -based BHP Billiton  the lease 

for an energy pipeline from the offshore site 

to the state's  onshore gas pipeline system. It 

also rejected an environmental impact report  

about the project, which was to include a 

floating terminal 14 miles  offshore fro m 

Malibu.  

 

BHP is one of five companies proposing LNG 

terminals in California, and its  project was the 

first to come before the Lands Commission for 

a vote.  Without the commission's approval, 

the project is stalled.  

 

Residents of Oxnard and Malibu, cities that 

would be near the site of the  terminal, have 

strongly opposed the project, saying they fear 

it could be a  terrorist target and a threat to 

public safety. Additionally,  environmentalists 

say the terminal would create more than 200 

tons of local  air pol lutants and cite a study 

claiming the shipping process and  

transformation of the gas would create 23 

million metric tons of greenhouse  gas 

emissions.  

 

BHP maintains that any explosions at the 

plant would neither reach nor  affect the 

shoreline (Mark Martin,  San Francisco 

Chronicle online).  

éAND ANOTHER BLOW TO LNG  

The California Coastal Commission dealt another, if not 

fatal, blow on April 12, 2007, to the Australian mining 

firm BHP Billiton's proposed $800 million floating 

natural gas terminal offshore of Ventura County. 

The unanimous rejection of the plan, at a meeting in 

Santa Barbara, came just three days after the State 

Lands Commission nixed a lease for the company to 

run its pipelines from the offshore site 13.8 miles to the 

coast at Oxnard. 

MARYLAND  SENATE SESSION ENDS 

WITHOUT VOTE ON LNG BILL  

 

Maryland lawmakers allowed a 90 -day session 

to end yesterday without voting  on legislation 

that would stop an LNG facility from being 

constructed off  Sparrows Point in eastern 

Baltimore county.  

 

Three LNG propos als stalled in the Education, 

Health and Environmental  Affairs Committee, 

while a fourth bill that passed the House of 

Delegates on  March 23 never made it to the 

state Senate floor.  

 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission is 

expected to decide this fall  whether or not to 

permit Virginia -based power supply company 

AES Corp. to  construct the terminal along 

with an 87 -mile pipeline to southern   

Pennsylvania (Laura Barnhardt, Baltimore 

Sun). (All cites April 10  & 13 .) -- KB 



SOCIAL POLICY  -  Mary Ellen Barnes , Director  
 

 Implementation Work Group  
 

 The Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health and contract providers have engaged in a two-year 
dialogue on performance based contracting that began as a response to the Board of Supervisorsõ mandate to 
insert òperformance-basedó language in DMH Early Periodic Screening Diagnosis Treatment (EPSDT) contracts 
by December 2006.  In September 2005, DMH formed a Steering Committee and four subsequent work groups 
(operations, EBP selection, articulation of the existing care system, and data collection and compliance) to 
establish a plan to introduce evidence-based practices (EBPs) into the existing care system.  

 
 The Steering Committee and four work groups met regularly from October 2005 until March 2006 to complete 

several deliverables.  In particular, the Operations Work Group developed an Operational Measures Matrix that 
was later adopted and the EBP Selection Group identified a small number of empirically supported treatments, 
some of which were incorporated into the MHSA Request for Services Two (Children & TAY: Full Service 
Partnerships and Intensive In Home MHS).  In March 2006, the Steering Committee also submitted a 
comprehensive Work Plan proposal to the DMH Executive Management Team regarding the requirements to 
implement performance based contracting, including necessary steps and resources. 

 

 DCFS Plans to Create a òOne Stop Shopó 
 

 In preparation for the Title IV-E Waiver, DCFS conducted a self-assessment with stakeholders, families and 
youth to identify priorities and needs to address with the Waiver.  One of the ideas suggested was a òone stop 
shopó to streamline existing and planned DCFS services into one regionally supported process called a 
Permanency Planning Conference (PPC).  The purpose of the òone stop shopó or PPC is to enhance services and 
ensure appropriate placement decisions.  The PPC will also include access to DMH intensive services, such as 
Multi-Dimensional Treatment Foster Care, Multi-Systemic Therapy, and other appropriate DMH services. 

 
 There are significant changes in the òone stop shopó model in comparison to how services are currently provided 

and placement decisions are made.  Currently, when a child needs to be placed in out-of-home care the placement 
decision is often driven by what is available rather than what is a good match for the child.  In the new model, 
out-of-home placement would not be made without authorization from the TDM or PPC.  Currently, the CSW 
attends a TDM and fills out another referral form for the service recommended at the TDM.  Then, the CSW 
needs to attend a follow-up meeting to determine if the child meets the referral criteria.  The new model plans to 
eliminate the need for additional referral forms and also eliminates a second follow-up meeting.  Another new 
component is that the PPC or TDM will òauthorizeó the determined service(s) and placement, so the CSW will 
not need to attend another meeting for approval.  The model plans to shorten the timeframe to deliver services 
for the family.   

 
Concerns 
Some of the initial concerns identified at the workgroup meeting regarding the model include: 1) authorization of 
services and placement at the TDM or PPC, specifically Mental Health services, needs further clarification from 
DMH; 2) DCFS proposed instituting a òno eject/rejectó policy for providers accepting these referrals, which has 
several implications for providers; and 3) there was significant discussion around òtrustó between the Department 
and the providers in making appropriate placement and service decisions. 

 
Next Steps 
The òone stop shopó model is part of the Countyõs Katie A. Corrective Action Plan (CAP), and the County has a 
deadline to submit their CAP to the court in June.  The Departments must share their CAP with the Board of 
Supervisors before it goes to the court.  The workgroup plans to meet again mid-May.    
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 MHSA Workforce Education and Training Plan  
 

County Three-Year Workforce Development Plan to Focus on Nine Specific Strategies 
In general, the County's Workforce Education and Training Plan is to be designed to address two core workforce 
development needs -- identified occupational shortages in county and private mental health organizations, and 
education and training for individuals who provide services in the public mental health system.   

 
 The Plan is to focus its funding on nine specific strategies identified by the State:  1) expansion of the capacity of 

postsecondary education to meet the needs of identified mental health occupational shortages; 2) expansion of 
loan forgiveness and scholarship programs (offered in return for a commitment to employment in the public 
mental health system); 3) creation of a stipend program for persons in academic institutions who want to be 
employed in the mental health system; 4) establishment of regional partnerships among the mental health and 
educational systems to increase the diversity of the mental health workforce; 5) establishment of strategies to 
recruit high school students for mental health occupations; 6) Childrenõs Institute, Inc. (CII) has released an RFP 
of the Project Fatherhood Community Grants Program.  This program will identify 10-15 small faith-based and 
community-based organizations that will collaborate with CII in the replication of the agencyõs Project 
Fatherhood groups.  Project Fatherhood works to increase the involvement of low-income, disadvantaged fathers 
in the lives and upbringing of their children.  Awards of up to $50,000 per organization will be available for a 
project period of 1 year.   

 

PLANNING AHEAD FOR THE 2007 - 08 LWV/LAC YEARBOOK ð  Frances Talbott-

White, Vice President for Administration 
 

Two years after redesigning our Yearbook for  League year 2005 - 06, I'm looking for 

easier ways to make revisions and updates while promoting closer communications 

between local Leagues and our ILO throughout the year.  

 

Local League Presidents will soon be receiving alphabetical lists of their 

respec tive board members as I currently have them on file. I will ask everyone to 

focus on the name - and - address data ONLY at this time. The easy way to do this will 

be to pass the list around at a board meeting and ask each person to make any 

changes needed in t heir own data. Then fax or mail the hard copy to me. I will make 

additions and corrections, and print an updated copy with blanks to be filled in 

after new officers and directors are elected at each local League's Annual Meeting.  

 

Since many Annual Meeting s do not take place until mid June and most local Leagues 

don't meet in August, it seems unrealistic and unnecessary to distribute new 

Yearbooks at our Summer League Day (Popovers in Pasadena) in July. Instead, we will 

accept final input, along with orders  for Yearbook copies, through July. Copies 

will be mailed to local Leagues in August.  

 

 

S a v e   t h e   D a t e   

Taix Restaurant  
Saturday, September 29, 2007 — 9:30 AM to 1 PM 

         

òCandidate  Forums 101ó 

 A How-to and Practice Seminar for League Leaders   

 

 

http://www.achsa.net/upload/File/Newsletters/2007/5-1/Project%20Fatherhood%20Community%20Grants%20Program%20Flyer.pdf
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The League of Women Voters of Los Angeles County in 
both its values and practices affirms its belief and 
commitment to diversity, pluralism and affirmative action.  
  
The League of Women Voters welcomes new members, 
both men and women, who are citizens of voting age. 
Associate membership is open to all others.  
 

SUBSCRIBE to the LWV/LAC VOTER  
Send the information below to be notified of the latest 
VOTER posted on our website at lwvlacounty@msn.com  
or for a hard copy subscription send $10 to LWV/LAC 
Treasurer, 427 E. Walnut Avenue, Burbank, CA 91501.  
Sign Up Today!!   

  
Name___________________________________  
 
Address_________________________________ 
 
City____________________ Zip_____________  
  
Local League_____________________________  
 
E-mail Address___________________________  
 
Internet Election Resources 
 
Smart Voter                       www.smartvoter.org 
  Statewide propositions plus local candidates & issues on your ballot, with extensive 
  Background materials and media linksðfrom LWV California Ed Fund 
LA County Registrar-Recorder   www.lavote.net 
  Election calendar, polling place look-up, absentee voting info, multilingual voting materials, 
  Locations for Touchscreen early voting 
Easy Voter Guide             www.easyvoter.org 
  Concise facts on statewide propositions; Chinese, Korean, Spanish, Vietnamese, and English 
Secretary of State           www.ss.ca.gov 
  Official text of ballot measures 
CA Legislative Analyst     www.lao.ca.gov 
  Analysis of all ballot measures 
CA Voter Foundation        www. calvoter.org 
  Data on campaign contributions to candidates and measures 
CA Budget Project           www.cbp.org 
  Analyzes the fiscal effects of statewide ballot measures 

The JUNE 2007 VOTER is ready for viewing on our website. 

http://www.lacilo.ca.lwvnet.org  

mailto:lwvlacounty@msn.com
http://www.smartvoter.org/
http://www.lavote.net/
http://www.easyvoter.org/
http://www.ss.ca.gov/
http://www.lao.ca/
http://www.cbp.org/
http://www.lacilo.ca.lwvnet.org/

