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éAs the Days Grow Shorter ṣ Lola Ungar, President 
 

While making plans for the holidays, we need to stop and take stock of where we are and what we plan to 
do in the next few months to enhance the programs of our local Leagues and the LWV of Los Angeles 
County.  What special program is your League planning?  Are you calling on all League members to join in?  
Invite more of them to your holiday get-togethers.  Offer them a ride.  Some people just need to be asked.  
Go ahead, ask them! 
 
0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȭ ,ÕÎÃÈÅÏÎ 
On Monday, November 12th, the Presidents of LWV/LAC will ÍÅÅÔ ÔÏ Ȱ4ÁÌË 4ÕÒËÅÙ !ÇÁÉÎȱ ÁÔ a luncheon at 
Taix Restaurant at 11:30 AM.  If your President cannot attend, please send an alternate so that we can hear 
a variety of viewpoints.  
 
Pros & Cons 
Order your Pros & Cons and Free Easy Voter Guides NOW for the February 5th Primary.  DVDs ÆÏÒ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒÓȭ 
training will soon be on the way to local Leagues, too.  See Page 2. 
 
Mark Your Calendar  
Jack Sullivan, Professor Emeritus ɀ Political Studies at Pitzer College, is assembling a panel of experts along 
with a guest speaker for a special Winter League Day on January 26th ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ Ȱ)ÍÐÅÎÄÉÎÇ 7ÁÔÅÒ #ÒÉÓÉÓ ÉÎ 
Southern California ɂ (Ï× "ÁÄ ÉÓ )Ôȩȱ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÄ at the Burbank Buena Vista Branch Library.  See Page 4 
 

Then go ahead and enjoy your Thanksgiving but get ready for the whirlwind activity as we prepare for 

the February 6th Primary.  Best wishes. ɂLMU 

 

 

 Calendar  

Mon.  
Nov. 12  

Presidentôs Luncheon, Taix, Silverlake 

Tues.  
Nov. 13  

LWV/LAC Board Meeting @ LWV/LA Office, 
Wilshire Boulevard, 9:30 AM ï 1:30 PM 

Thurs.  
Nov. 22  

Thanksgiving 

Tues.  
Dec. 11 

LWV/LAC Board Meeting - Potluck  
@  Sally Sevenôs Home 

Tues.  
Jan. 8 

LWV/LAC Board Meeting @ LWV/LA Office, 
Wilshire Boulevard, 9:30 AM ï 1:30 PM 

Sat.  
Jan. 26  

Winter League Day @ Burbank Buena Vista 
Branch Library 9:30 ï 2 PM on Impending 
Water Crisis.  See Page 4 
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VOTER SERVICE NEWS ï Preparing for the Feb. 5
th

 Primary  
 ð by Margo Reeg, LWV/LAC Voter Service Director 
 

The LWV Los Angeles County will not be producing a wrap-around for Pros and 
Cons for the February 5, 2008 Primary because no county measures will be on 
that ballot but, we will be producing a DVD to use for speakersô training as 
described below.   
 
Therefore, you should order Pros and Cons from LWVC now.  LWVC President 
Janis Hirohama in her note to you recently made that announcement.   
 
The cost of Pros and Cons including delivery is $0.10 per copy for this election.  
Now is also the time to order your free Easy Voter Guides in multiple languages 
to distribute in your area.  They can be ordered online from www.easyvoter.org. 
 
These two pubs complement each other because Easy Voter Guide has bios on 
all the Presidential candidates and descriptions of the political parties as well as 
thumbnail sketches of the 3 California ballot measures.  Pros and Cons will have 
the standard LWVC summary of the ballot measures Prop. 91-Transportation 
Bond, Prop. 92-Community College Governance and Funding, and Prop. 93-
Term Limits changes with Pro and Con arguments.  LWVC will also be producing 
In Depth, the speaker's guide for ballot measures so that your League can 
prepare for the February 5th election.. 
 
Deadlines for ordering Pros and Cons and Easy Voter Guide are the end of 
November. 
 
SPEAKERS TRAINING  Because of the limited time available before the 
February 5th Primary, LWV/LAC will be producing a DVD to use for speakers' 
training.  On the DVD, a League expert speaker on each measure will give the 
background and details of the measure, another League speaker will do a model 
presentation of no more than 5 minutes, and the expert and speaker will answer 
questions on both the measure and the brief presentation. The DVD will have a 
menu so leagues can use it as a training tool or an individual can watch specific 
parts several times.  This DVD will be distributed to each League in mid-
December. People working on the DVD include League members from Los 
Angeles, Santa Monica, Pasadena, Long Beach, Whittier, and North Orange 
County. 
 
Thank you and happy prepping for a very early Primary on Feb. 5, 2008. 
 

 

http://www.easyvoter.org/
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NOT RECYCLED WATER? YUCK!  
ð by John D. Sullivan, LWV/LAC Natural Resources Director 

 

People often joke about water consumed today having once been in Alexander the Greatôs 
latrine. The joke does have a point: Water is a flow resource that moves through the air, over the 
surface of the earth and underneath the earth as ground water. As it moves on the surface and beneath 
the earth, it is often cleaned of various impurities. Nonetheless, there is still a considerable ñyuckò factor 
when people discuss the issue of recycled water. (See High Country News, September 17, 2007) 
 
 The way that water flows and cleans itself on the surface and beneath the earth is important. As 
people in the state of California, and elsewhere in the country, cope both with the current drought and 
the increased demand for water, it will become increasingly important to consider using more recycled 
water. Soon, it will become vital for us to accept that our water supply can be augmented by making 
use of sewer water that is currently flushed into the ocean, where it comes back to us as part of the 
hydrological cycle. 
 
 Treated sewer water is currently reused in parts of Los Angeles and Orange counties for the 
irrigation of industrial parks and golf courses. Some treated sewer water is returned to ground water 
aquifers where it ultimately is withdrawn for human consumption. Of course, it is retreated both by 
passing through layers of earth and by treatment plants that prepare water for distribution to homes and 
businesses. 
 
 As California considers additional use of recycled water, it is important to focus on the quality of 
that water and on the emergence of new contaminants particularly endocrine disrupters. On the quality 
issue, it is important that sewer water be treated to the highest degree possible before it is returned to 
the water environment.  
 
On the endocrine disruptor issue, it is important to realize, that our bodies do not utilize every molecule 
of the drugs that we take and we eject the residue back into the environment. There is some evidence 
that these endocrine disruptors are causing problems for fish and could cause problems for humans. 
So any policy on increasing our use of recycled water would have to take such contaminants into 
account. 
 
 It is also important to remember that the sources for some of our waterðthe Bay Delta and the 
Colorado Riverðalready receive output from sewer treatment plants. Of course such treated water 
flows some distance through natural and constructed channels and is treated again before it is 
distributed for human consumption. 
 
 There have been both chemical and epidemiological studies done on treated, recycled water 
(National Research Council, Issues In Potable Reuse). The general conclusion is that research to date 
does not suggest there is any danger in the consumption of such water but that there is considerable 
need for further research. 
 
 The State Water Resources Control Board has issued a draft policy for a statewide Water 
Recycling Policy to establish more uniform requirements for recycled water projects. 
(http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/water_recycling_policy/index.html) The adoption of such a policy will lead to 
an increased use of treated water to augment existing supplies. As the state copes both with drought 
and with population grow, it will be important to pay close attention to these quality issues and to deal 
with the ñyuckò factor. 
 

Notice from your VOTER EditorðDid you know that your League can use articles from 
other Voters?  You simply need to credit the source. 

http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/water_recycling_policy/index.html
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SOCIAL POLICY REPORT  
ð by Mary Ellen Barnes, Social Policy Director 
 

As you may have seen in the LA Times on Sunday, Oct 7, 2007, the County of 
Los Angelesô homeless plan has had a major change of course. Gone are the 
plans for regional shelters in each supervisorôs district. Now the county has 
shifted its focus to a more grass-roots effort to talk with community leaders and 
local groups about what they view as a more acceptable way to combat 
homelessness locally. 
 
Instead of the regional shelters, each district will get $7.1 million for customized 
homeless efforts.  Supervisors Knabe and Molina have set aside approximately 
$1 million of their share of the money, for a study analyzing the homeless 
population in the gateway cities of south Los Angeles. This study will be 
coordinated by a group of local leaders. Supervisor Antonovich is said to prefer 
giving aid to established programs in his district. Supervisor Burke is still hoping 
to site a regional shelter in her district.  
 
In the meantime, the county is moving forward with other plans to enhance 
services for the homeless in the county. They are: 

¶ Planning to establish a court where judges hear misdemeanor cases 
involving the homeless. 

¶ Helping them find housing and the money to pay the rent. 

¶ Offering social service aid to people leaving jails and hospitals 

¶ Providing relocation experts to help families move off skid row. 
 
Currently county officials are sorting through approximately 200 proposals from 
private social service groups for a share of the $32 million previously earmarked 
for local homeless efforts. According to the LA Times, the money should be 
disbursed early next year, nearly two years after the supervisors approved the 
plan. 
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     Lola Ungar, LWV/LAC President 

3903 Bluff Street 
Torrance, CA 90505 

 

LWVC/LAC VOTER 

NOVEMBER 2007 
                   An Inter-League Organization  

Beach Cities ƴ Claremont Area ƴ East San Gabriel Valley  
Glendale-Burbank ƴ Long Beach Area ƴ Los Angeles 

Palos Verdes Peninsula ƴ Pasadena Area ƴ Santa Monica 
Torrance ƴ Whittier 

 

The League of Women Voters of Los Angeles County in 
both its values and practices affirms its belief and 
commitment to diversity, pluralism and affirmative action.  
  
The League of Women Voters welcomes new members, 
both men and women, who are citizens of voting age. 
Associate membership is open to all others.  
 

SUBSCRIBE to the LWV/LAC VOTER  
Send the information below to be notified of the latest 
VOTER posted on our website at lwvlacounty@msn.com  
or for a hard copy subscription send $10 to LWV/LAC 
Treasurer, 427 E. Walnut Avenue, Burbank, CA 91501.  
Sign Up Today!!   

  
Name___________________________________  
 
Address_________________________________ 
 
City____________________ Zip_____________  
  
Local League_____________________________  
 
E-mail Address___________________________  
 

Internet Election Resources 
 

Smart Voter                       www.smartvoter.org 
  Statewide propositions plus local candidates & issues on your ballot, with extensive 
  Background materials and media linksðfrom LWV California Ed Fund 
LA County Registrar-Recorder   www.lavote.net 
  Election calendar, polling place look-up, absentee voting info, multilingual voting materials, 
  Locations for Touchscreen early voting 
Easy Voter Guide             www.easyvoter.org 
  Concise facts on statewide propositions; Chinese, Korean, Spanish, Vietnamese, and English 
Secretary of State           www.ss.ca.gov 
  Official text of ballot measures 
CA Legislative Analyst     www.lao.ca.gov 
  Analysis of all ballot measures 
CA Voter Foundation        www. calvoter.org 
  Data on campaign contributions to candidates and measures 
CA Budget Project           www.cbp.org 
  Analyzes the fiscal effects of statewide ballot measures 

The NOVEMBER 2007 VOTER is ready for viewing on our website. 
http://www.lacilo.ca.lwvnet.org  

 

mailto:lwvlacounty@msn.com
http://www.smartvoter.org/
http://www.lavote.net/
http://www.easyvoter.org/
http://www.ss.ca.gov/
http://www.lao.ca/
http://www.cbp.org/
http://www.lacilo.ca.lwvnet.org/

